
1 
 

COUNTERFEIT STAMPS 
Presented by Frank Miller on April 15, 2024, to the Dayton Stamp 

Club 

 
Counterfeit stamps are a modern-day plague to the 

philatelist, the general public, and especially to the USPS. 

● Stamp Club “counterfeit” mailing. Example on page 42. 

● Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Counterfeits. 

Available from Amos Media. 

● John Hotchner’s “Talk on Counterfeits”. John is a much-

honored philatelic writer, and guru of all knowledge of the 

“classic to modern period” of counterfeit stamps, 1895-2004. 

(Pages 2-25). 

● Sample bogus email offering counterfeit stamps for sale. Sent to 

one of our club members. (Page 26). 

● “Countering Counterfeits” by Nora Bryson. Nora Bryson is the 

Digital Editor for the American Philatelic Society. This article was 

published by her in the new APS digital journal “stampED. (Pages 

27-34). 

● Dennis Callison’s counterfeit booklet of 20 stamps, Scott 

#3635CF1. (Page 35). 

● The USPS response to the counterfeit plague. (Pages 36-40). 

Supplied to me by Brian Plants, Revenue Fraud Analyst, USPIS. 

● Designing the Stamp Club “counterfeit” mailing. (Pages 41-43). 

●Acknowledgements. (Page 44).  
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Talk at Rochester Philatelic Assoc. Jan. 12, 2023 
By John Hotchner 
 
If I’ve learned anything in my 70 years of stamp collecting, 
it’s that stamp collectors can be trusted to a far greater 
extent than the general public.  Yet we know that there 
are a few bad actors in the hobby who forge and alter 
stamps with the object of making a profit from 
unsuspecting stamp and cover collectors. 
 
We’ll be focusing on a different kind of crook - people who 
have produced counterfeits of U.S. general issue stamps, 
which we collectors call definitives, to sell to non-
collectors, usually at a discount, for use as US postage. 
 
By and large, these counterfeiters are NOT stamp 
collectors.  In 1895 when the first major case broke, they 
were garden variety criminals.  As time has passed, we 
have seen more of those types, but also organized crime 
gets into the counterfeits game, and in more recent years, 
even foreign governments.   
 
Because postal counterfeits deprive the USG of revenue, 
the law enforcement community has cared deeply about 
them from the beginning. No matter who discovers a 
counterfeit, be it  
     -local police 
     -a postal clerk 
     -the FBI, or 
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a collector, the case will ultimately become the 
responsibility of a regional office of the US Postal 
Inspection Service.  In the early years, until the mid- 20th 
century, the US Secret Service also exercised jurisdiction. 
 
Until the era of mass-produced photogravure stamps, they 
did a remarkable job of investigating incidents, running the 
perpetrators to ground, putting them out of business, 
seizing the goods, and putting the bad guys in jail for 
significant time periods.  
 
For the most part, counterfeits were easy to spot as they 
had to simulate engraved originals.  Also, they tended to 
be produced by local operations and in relatively small 
quantities.  
 
For that reason, most US postal counterfeits up until the 
37c first class era, roughly 2002, are rarities in any form, 
but especially in the form of entire sheets, and when 
successfully used on cover. 
 
These days, the situation is different because of the 
technology available to even the common criminal, the 
availability of the Internet to help with nationwide 
distribution, and the large quantities of counterfeits 
produced abroad and smuggled into the US. 
 
There is also another factor which has contributed to the 
problem: In the late 1980s the U.S. Postal Service decided 
to abandon the use of intaglio engraving in production of 
postage stamps, moving to the much less secure 
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photogravure printing process. This was a carefully 
calculated decision that resulted in a considerable savings 
in production time and cost.  
 
I believe the Postal Service recognized that they would be 
giving up some level of security in doing this, but I think 
they felt that technology would rescue them. 
 
In the 1960s, the US like many other countries including the 
UK began using tagging on stamps or in stamp paper. It was 
part of a move to use facer-cancellers to perform a task 
that formerly required hand labor; again, with a huge 
savings in time and labor.  
 
The Postal Service calculated that counterfeiters would not 
go to the expense of adding the proper type of tagging that 
the facer-cancellers would recognize. The facer-cancellers 
were set so that they would kick out any letter mail that 
did not have tagging, or the proper type of tagging. 
 
And the counterfeiters obliged by not adding tagging to 
almost all of their products. It would have greatly 
increased their cost to do so.  
 
So far, so good. If the system had worked as designed, the 
counterfeits would be caught, senders would be 
interviewed to find out where they had gotten the 
counterfeits, and the problem would be managed and 
minimized. 
 
But the USPS made too many assumptions, among them 
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being that the facer-cancellers would operate with a high 
degree of accuracy, and that the postal personnel tending 
them handling the kick-outs would refer them to postal 
inspectors.  
 
What actually happened is that the facer-cancellers kicked 
out and continue to kick out not just mail with counterfeit 
stamps, but also normal properly stamped mail.  
 
Because most of the photogravure counterfeits are a pretty 
good match for the genuine stamps, the clerks are not able 
in a high production environment to take the time to try to 
identify any but the most obvious of counterfeits; so they 
have responded to the situation by hand cancelling the 
kicked out mail and sending it on its way. 
 
Bottom line? The USPS opened the door to massive 
counterfeiting by going from intaglio to photogravure 
printing. It costs them conservatively hundreds of 
thousands of dollars (if not millions) EACH year in lost 
revenue. And there is essentially no way the staff of the 
Inspection Service can police the result.  
 
They can’t even deal with the instances where counterfeits 
are advertised on the Internet, let alone what is going on in 
the shadows.    
 
For about 20 years, I’ve been working with three other 
collectors, Richard Drews of Chicago, and Joann and Kurt 
Lenz from Michigan to put together a non-competitive 
exhibit of all known US postal counterfeits. We got to 
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about 85-90% of what exists outside of the files of the 
Postal Inspection Service. This is no mean feat. 
 
When we began this process, we each had our personal 
collections, and as we compared notes and press clippings 
we were amazed at what existed that one or more of us 
didn’t know about, and how fragmented the available 
information was. 
 
We early-on discovered that none of us wanted to sell our 
holdings, so the only way to bring them together to get a 
relatively complete picture was to do a single exhibit, 
which we could put in frames for the collecting community 
to see, and thus be a focal point for reports of additional 
material and information about postal counterfeits. 
 
I have included photographs of the exhibit frames. (These 
photographs start on page 10). I want to note that it has 
grown from an initial showing of two frames, to what is 
now five frames, and I’ve just gotten an additional holding 
that needs to be integrated to complete a 6th frame.   
 
In 2011 it accomplished something I never thought I would 
see. The Scott Catalogue people approached us asking if we 
could help put a US postal counterfeits section into the 
Scott US Specialized Catalogue?  That happened in the 
2013 Catalogue - together with an introductory essay. I 
hoped it would result in a bonanza of new reports and new 
information. Oddly, that has not been the case. 
 
I would like to think that is because we have identified 
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almost all of what exists, but new ones do pop up, and of 
course each new modern definitive is counterfeited by 
multiple groups of crooks. In fact, in the last year we have 
seen that virtually every US issue is being counterfeited, 
AND, often the counterfeiters are even adding tagging.  
 
Let me give you a few nuggets of information: 
 
*****The first case broke in 1895, with the 2c of the 1st 
Bureau issue being counterfeited. 
 
*** Since then, we know of over 55 face-different US stamps 
though the 37c era, which I call the classic period, that 
have been counterfeited. (These exhibits are included at 
the end of this article). 
 
***Of those the 55 known, there are 48 examples in 
philatelic hands; only one of which I don’t have. 
 
***5 are NOT known in philatelic hands, but are of record in 
the files of the Postal Inspection Service. Because I have a 
friend, Howard Petschel, who was an Agent in the Postal 
Inspection Service, we do have photographic evidence of 
these counterfeits, which were seized before any 
distribution was made. Howard has also since his 
retirement published three books on the stories behind 
many of the US postal counterfeits.  
 
****There are an additional number of US stamps which we 
loosely call postal counterfeits, but are really photocopies 
rather than mass produced printed counterfeits. 
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***We have made an editorial decision not to include them 
in the Scott listings as more could easily be manufactured. 
However, we do include examples in the exhibit.   
 
***We also include in the exhibit a number of other ways in 
which users of the postal system have tried, and often 
succeeded, to deprive the USPS of revenue.  As these are 
of interest to students of the postal system, we felt they 
belonged in the exhibit, even though they don’t belong in 
the Scott listings. 
 
***Included in the exhibit and in the catalogue listings are 
postal counterfeits of postal stationery.  There are 3 that 
we know of, though we have only one of them at this time; 
but in several different versions. 
 
***Beginning with the 37c Flag era, the major Flag Over and 
Liberty Bell Forever designs, all photogravure printed, have 
all been counterfeited.  There are a wide variety of 
counterfeits, but the major distributions have their origins 
with organized crime in Russia, in both Chinas, Colombia, 
and probably the Government of the Democratic Peoples 
Republic of Korea, also known as North Korea; all of which 
have also been known to counterfeit US currency.  
 
*** These however are not the first foreign-origin 
counterfeits.  The $2.60 Zeppelin counterfeits were 
probably produced in Italy in the 1950s; 
--The 1/2c and 30c stamps from the 1954 Liberty Series 
were done in North Korea,  
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--And the World Stamp Expo ‘89 souvenir sheet is believed 
to have been done in Latvia. 
 
Each instance of a counterfeit has a fascinating and unique 
story. The Howard Petschel books are a great source for 
these stories.
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This ends John Hotchner’s presentation on counterfeit 
stamps. John has most graciously let us use this information 
in our Stamp Club Counterfeit Presentation. 
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Copy of an email sent to one of our club members. They 
even used the official USPS logos!
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Nora Bryson is the Digital Editor for the American 
Philatelic Society.  She most graciously allowed us to 
use her article for our Stamp Club Counterfeit 
Presentation. 
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Dennis Callison’s Counterfeit Booklet of 20, Scott #3635CF1 
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Oct. 25, 2023 

USPS, Inspection Service Continue Nationwide 

Effort to Crack Down on Postal Crime and Crimes 

Against Postal Employees 
Monetary Rewards Increased for Information that Leads to the Arrest and Conviction of a Perpetrator of Postal 

Crime 

WASHINGTON, DC — The U.S Postal Service (USPS) and U.S. Postal Inspection Service (Inspection Service) 
today provided an update on their Project Safe Delivery campaign to crack down on postal crimes, including attacks 
against postal employees. Announced in May 2023, Project Safe Delivery is a USPS initiative to combat the recent 
rise in threats and attacks on letter carriers and mail theft incidents by protecting Postal employees and the security 
of the nation’s mail and packages. Multiple departments within USPS, including the Inspection Service, the Office of 
the Chief Information Officer, and the Office of the Chief Retail and Delivery Officer are working together to support 
the ongoing campaign. To help strengthen this effort, the Inspection Service has also significantly increased 
monetary rewards for information leading to the arrest or conviction of a perpetrator of postal crimes. 

“As our nation continues to address a sustained crime wave, our targeted focus to crack down on postal crime is 
progressing,” said Postmaster General and Chief Executive Officer Louis DeJoy. “The safety of our letter carriers — 
and all postal employees — is our top priority. We will continue to work steadfastly with our law enforcement 
partners to increase the safety of our employees and protect the sanctity of the nation’s mail.” 

“We have effectively focused our efforts with USPS on hardening both physical and digital targets to combat threats 
to postal employees and secure the mail. We continue to turn up the pressure and put potential perpetrators on 
notice; If you attack Postal employees, steal the mail, or commit other postal crimes, Postal Inspectors will bring you 
to justice,” said Chief Postal Inspector Gary Barksdale. “We ask that the public assist us with our mission. Our 
rewards for information have increased substantially, highlighting the importance of the safety and security of our 
employees and the mail. If you see something, say something, and help us bring to justice those that cause harm to 
postal employees, steal mail, or commit other postal crimes.” 

Project Safe Delivery Progress To Date 

Since the launch of Project Safe Delivery in May 2023, the Postal Service and Inspection Service have taken the 
following actions to address postal crime nationwide: 

• Law Enforcement Surges Completed In Chicago, San Francisco, Ohio; More than 600 Individuals 
Arrested for Postal Crimes. Postal inspectors completed a series of targeted law enforcement surges in 
Chicago, San Francisco, and cities across Ohio, major metropolitan regions facing significant threats from 
organized postal crime. Each operation used wide-ranging law enforcement partnerships including with the 
Department of Justice, Postal Service Office of the Inspector General, other federal agencies, and local law 
enforcement.  Postal Inspectors conducted more than 700 investigative actions, including the execution of 
arrests and other court authorized law enforcement activities and more than 375 prevention activities, 
including presentations to postal employees on employee safety and mail theft prevention. 
 
Since May, the Inspection Service has made 109 arrests for robberies and more than 530 arrests for mail 
theft. The Inspection Service will continue to collaborate with local, state, and federal law enforcement and 
conduct targeted surge operations focusing on those high postal crime areas. 

• 10,000 High-Security Blue Collection Boxes Installed Nationwide. The Postal Service is installing high-
security blue collection boxes making access to their contents more difficult for criminals. Since May, over 
10,000 high-security blue boxes have been deployed in high-security risk areas. 
 
The Postal Service will continue to evaluate replacing additional existing blue collection boxes with these 
enhanced boxes and anticipates installing several thousand more boxes in the near future. In specific 
locations where a blue box is a repeated crime target and/or mail density is very low, collection boxes may 
have to be removed entirely when access is not meaningfully diminished due to nearby access points. 

https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2023/0512-usps-postal-inspection-service-roll-out-expanded-measures-to-crack-down-on-mail-theft.htm
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2023/0512-usps-postal-inspection-service-roll-out-expanded-measures-to-crack-down-on-mail-theft.htm
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• Ongoing Replacement of Antiquated Arrow Locks with 49,000 Electronic Locks. There has been an 
increase in letter carrier robberies nationwide where criminals are targeting letter carriers for their Arrow and 
Modified Arrow Lock (MAL) Keys. Criminals use Arrow and MAL keys to steal mail from secure mail 
receptacles to commit financial crimes, including altering checks to commit check fraud. To make Arrow 
Keys less valuable for criminals, the Postal Service has replaced more than 6,500 antiquated arrow locks 
with electronic locks in select cities. In coming months, the Postal Service plans to deploy an additional 
42,500 electronic locks nationwide. The Postal Service and the Postal Inspection Service are also increasing 
Arrow Key accountability reviews in select high Postal crime areas. 

• 99.3% Reduction In Fraudulent Change of Address Submissions After Implementation of Electronic- 
and In-Person Authentication Procedures. The Postal Service processed more than 29 million change of 
address (COA) transactions in Fiscal Year 2023. Across the globe identity theft is on the rise driven by a 
financial motive. The Postal Service is not the intended target, however implicated due to the fraudster 
intercepting financially oriented mail such as credit cards or checks. To combat the rise in fraudulent 
submissions, the Postal Service has strengthened authentication processes for all methods of COA 
submissions, electronic and hardcopy submitted in person or through the mail stream. 
 
Since expanding enhanced in-person change of address protocols and implementing additional identity 
verification services for online change of addresses, fraudulent submissions have decreased by more than 
99.3% compared to the same period last year. 

• 50% Reduction in Counterfeit Package Postage In Postal Network Due to Increased Controls and 
Enforcement. The Postal Service is committed to protecting the integrity and security of the mail 
system  and ensuring that customers receive the service they pay for. Customers are urged to use only 
authorized and legitimate labels for their packages, and to report any suspicious or fraudulent labels to the 
USPS or the Inspection Service. Customers who use counterfeit or hijacked labels may face legal 
consequences and lose their mailing privileges. 
 
The USPS has developed a sophisticated system to identify, intercept and retain counterfeit or hijacked 
labels on packages, using artificial intelligence, machine learning, and data analysis. Since the start of 
the interception program, counterfeit package postage in the postal network has significantly reduced by 
more than 50%. 
 
In May, analysis conducted by the Inspection Service led to the arrest of a Chinese-national in Los  Angeles 
for running an alleged counterfeit postage scheme and shipping more than 9 million pieces of mail with $60 
million in counterfeit postage. 
 
The Inspection Service continues to expand actions to crack down on fraudulent postage including: 

o Interdictions of packages with counterfeit labels affixed 

o Reviews of shipments on Postal Service docks and during warehouse outreach visits 

o Shut down of websites and closure of eCommerce accounts selling counterfeit postage 

o Engagement and partnership with eCommerce companies to disrupt activity 

o Customs and Border Protection (CBP) collaboration 

Increased Monetary Rewards 

The Inspection Service is authorized to issue monetary rewards for certain types of offenses against the United 
States Postal Service. The agency along with its partners has enacted regulatory changes to reflect increased 
monetary reward amounts for information that leads to the arrest and conviction of a perpetrator of mail crime. 
Relevant criminal behavior includes homicide, assault, mail fraud, mail theft, counterfeiting and forgery, and 
destroying, obstructing, or limiting the passage of mail. 

In August, the Inspection Service increased monetary rewards for information that leads to the arrest and conviction 
of a perpetrator of mail crime: 

USPIS MONETARY REWARDS FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO ARREST AND CONVICTION 
OF A PERPETRATOR OF MAIL CRIME* 
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(Effective August 21, 2023) 

Offenses Against USPS Employees/Contractors 

Murder or 
Manslaughter of a 
Postal Service 
Employee or 
Contractor 

$250,000 The unlawful killing of any officer, employee, or contractor of the Postal 

Service while engaged in or on account of the performance of his or her 

official duties. 

Assault on Postal 
Employees 

$150,000 Forcibly assaulting any officer or employee of the Postal Service while 

engaged in or on account of the performance of his or her official duties. 

Robbery $150,000 Robbery or attempted robbery of any custodian of any mail, money, or 

other property of the United States under the control and jurisdiction of 

the Postal Service. 

Offenses Involving Theft of Mail or USPS Property 

Burglary Of Post 
Office 

$100,000 Breaking into, or attempting to break into, a Post Office, station, branch, 

a building used wholly or partly as a Post Office, or any building or area 

in a building where the business of the Postal Service is conducted, with 

intent to commit a larceny or other depredation therein. 

Theft Of Mail Or Postal 
Service Property 

$100,000 Theft or attempted theft of any mail, or the contents thereof, or the theft 

of money or any other property of USPS under the custody and control of 

the Postal Service from any custodian, postal vehicle, railroad depot, 

airport, or other transfer point, Post Office, or station, receptacle, or 

depository established, approved, or designated by the Postmaster 

General for the receipt of mail; possession of any item above which was 

stolen from Postal Service custody; or destroying, obstructing, or 

retarding the passage of mail, or any carrier or conveyance carrying the 

mail. 

Postage Or Meter 
Tampering 

$100,000 The unlawful use, reuse, or forgery of postage stamps, postage meter 

stamps, permit imprints, or other postage; or the use, sale, or possession 

with intent to use or sell any used, forged, or counterfeited postage stamp 

or other postage. 

* Reflects select rewards. Read the full list of increased monetary rewards here. 

Action the American Public Can Take To Help Prevent Mail Theft 

Customers can take several steps to protect their mail and their letter carriers, including: 

• Don’t let incoming or outgoing mail sit in your mailbox. You can significantly reduce the chance of being 
victimized by simply removing your mail from your mailbox every day. 

• Deposit outgoing mail through a number of secure manners including inside your local Post Office or at your 
place of business or by handing it to a letter carrier. 

• Sign up for Informed Delivery and get daily digest emails that preview your mail and packages scheduled to 
arrive soon. 

• Become involved and engaged in your neighborhood via neighborhood watches and local social media 
groups to spread awareness and share information. 

• Keep an eye out for your letter carrier. If you see something that looks suspicious, or you see someone 
following your carrier, call 911. 

Customers are encouraged to report stolen mail as soon as possible by submitting an online complaint to the Postal 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/07/21/2023-15449/circulars-and-rewards#:~:text=39%20CFR%20233.2%20gives%20Postal%20Inspection%20Service%20the,of%20offenses%20for%20which%20rewards%20can%20be%20issued.
https://www.usps.com/manage/informed-delivery.htm
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Inspection Service at www.uspis.gov/report or calling 877-876-2455.  Additionally, individuals are encouraged to 
report allegations of Postal Service employee misconduct, including attempts to corrupt a Postal Service employee, 
to the USPS OIG at 1-888-877-7644 or www.uspsoig.gov. 

### 

The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to 
serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to 167 
million addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal 
Service is implementing a 10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, 
restore long-term financial sustainability, dramatically improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and 
maintain the organization as one of America’s most valued and trusted brands. 

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. 
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us 
on Facebook. For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 

Counterfeit Stamps 
Last updated 07.27.2023National 

Don’t Get Stuck with Bogus Stamps 

Are you looking online for a good deal on postage stamps? Is a substantial discount of up to fifty percent off an 

order of United States Forever® Stamps too good to pass up? If so, keep scrolling, they’re probably counterfeit. 

To ensure your trusted communication arrives at its destination without delay, the Postal Inspection Service 

wants you to be aware of–and avoid–phony postage. 

The number of counterfeit stamps being sold from online platforms has escalated. Scammers peddle fake 

stamps on social media marketplaces, e-commerce sites via third party vendors, and other websites. Counterfeit 

stamps are often sold in bulk quantities at a significant discount–anywhere from 20 to 50 percent of their face 

value. That’s a tell-tale sign they’re bogus. 

Purchasing stamps from a third-party wholesaler or online websites can be unpredictable. You have no way to 

verify whether they are genuine or not. The Postal Inspection Service recommends purchasing from Approved 
Postal Providers™. Approved vendors can include legitimate “big box” or warehouse retailers who do 

provide very small discounts on postage stamps, but this is through resale agreements with the Postal Service. 

Learn more about stamps and where to safely buy them at USPS. 

REPORT counterfeit stamps and sellers.  

USPS Fights Counterfeit Postage 

USPS is fighting back against counterfeit postage. With new changes to the Domestic Mail Manual, items 

mailed with counterfeit postage will be considered abandoned and are subject to being opened and disposed of 

at the Postal Service's discretion. Make sure your postage is legitimate and always purchase from USPS or an 

authorized retailer. 

Counterfeit Stamps 

Don’t get stuck by counterfeit stamps. 

PROTECT YOURSELF 
Did you know 
The most frequently encountered counterfeit stamp is the Flag Stamp. 

http://www.uspis.gov/report
http://www.uspsoig.gov/
https://usps.com/deliveringforamerica
http://about.usps.com/newsroom
https://twitter.com/usps
http://www.instagram.com/uspostalservice
http://www.pinterest.com/uspsstamps
http://www.linkedin.com/company/usps
https://www.youtube.com/user/uspstv/custom
http://www.facebook.com/usps
https://www.usps.com/
https://facts.usps.com/
https://faq.usps.com/s/article/What-is-an-Approved-Postal-Provider
https://faq.usps.com/s/article/What-is-an-Approved-Postal-Provider
https://faq.usps.com/s/article/Postage-Stamps-The-Basics#foreverstamps
https://www.uspis.gov/report
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Be wary 

of significant discounts. 

Be certain 

you’re getting the real thing, purchase your stamps from the U.S. Postal Service at a location 

near you, or online at www.usps.com 
 

Thanks to Brian Plants, Revenue Fraud Analyst, USPIS, 

Pittsburgh, who provided me with these publications. 

                                          

https://www.uspis.gov/news/scam-article/www.usps.com
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Dayton Stamp Club “Counterfeit” Mailing 

 
I wanted this presentation to be informative and 
interactive. So, I created a mailing to go out to all of the 
Dayton Stamp Club members.  
 
This served 3 purposes. (I am the chairperson of the 
Membership Committee). 

1. To verify the club member’s address. 
2.  To verify the club member’s email, as I asked them 

to email or call me to verify that they got the 
mailing. 

3.  To invite them to participate in my presentation. 
 
The mailing consisted of a mailing envelope with 2 inserts. 
  
The mailing envelope bears a cachet designed by award-
winning cartoonist, Frank Pauer. (Look him up, you’ll be 
impressed!) His “Freedumb” design was a perfect fit for 
this mailing.  
 
There are 2 stamps on the envelope. One is a legitimate 
U.S.P.S. Scott # 5788 Forever Freedom coil stamp. The 
other is of dubious origin. 
 
Insert #1 outlined why this was mailed to them, and asked 
them to participate in the Club Meeting by bringing their 
envelope and present their reasons as to which stamp is 
real and which is bogus. 
Insert #2 was a sheet of 15 “Cinderella” stickers to be used 
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by them to get the word out about counterfeit stamps.  
 
The design of the “cinderella” sticker was created by our 
own in-house artist, Steve Bricker. Steve is an award-
winning artist and has created many gorgeous aviation 
paintings, many having been on display at our local 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force! 
 
By using these stickers on your mailings, my aim was to 
start a “grassroots” campaign to make the public more 
aware of this counterfeit stamp plague. 
 

 
Mailing Envelope with Cachet 
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