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aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 
aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ тΥол ǇƳ 

WǳƴŜ т τI¸.wL5 тΥол 5{/ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΤ {ǘŀƳǇ ¢Ŝƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭŜǎ 
aŜƳōŜǊ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ 

WǳƴŜ мпτ.ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ тǇƳ 

WǳƴŜ нмτI¸.wL5 тΥол 5{/ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ /[¦. !¦/¢Lhb Іо 

Wǳƭȅ рτIƻƭƛŘŀȅ bh a99¢LbD 

July 12³Board Meeting 7 pm 

July 18³Montrose Stamp 
Bourse, Lincolnway Stamps, Holi-
day Inn- Akron West, 4073 Medi-
na Rd, Akron.  Dave Pool contact: 
lincolnway@sssnet.com 

July 19³HYBRID 7:30 DSC 
meeting and video program; 
Slania, The World®s Finest 
Stamp Engraver 

Aug 2³HYBRID 7:30pm DSC 
Meeting and Program; Share 
Your Travels with Stamps 
Member Participation 

Aug 9³7pm Board Meeting with 
AIRPEX Review 

Aug 12-15 ³ Great American 

Stamp Show, APS & ATA Hosts, 

Rosemont, IL 

Aug 16³HYBRID 7:30 DSC 

meeting TBA 

Aug 27-28 (Fri³Sat.) 

**AIRPEX@IBEW Hall (F:12

-6pm; Sat: 10am-6pm) 

Sep 6 ³ Labor day HOLIDAY 

NO MEETING 

³ continued Page 5 

Mail delivery in the United States has had a long history.  Its de-
velopment paralleled and contributed to the evolution of the Unit-
ed States.  Over the decades postal ofĜcials struggled to aug-
ment mail delivery to an expanding population in more and more 
areas of a large continent.   

Many innovations were made along the way but for now we will 
conĜne ourselves to one tumultuous era ² the U.S. Civil War peri-
od from 1861 to 1865.  What was the post ofĜce like during the 
Lincoln Administration?  Who ran it?  How did the Civil War affect 
mail delivery?  These questions and more we will examine in the 
article below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: Prior to the Civil War 

Mail was delivered in America from the time the earliest Europe-
an settlers arrived and perhaps by Native Americans before that.  
Prior to the establishment of post ofĜces, people handed their let-
ters to friends travelling in the right direction, or they paid ship 
captains to transport mail down the coasts or overseas.  Coffee 
houses and taverns served as mail drops and passing carriages 
might take mail to other cities.  The British government licensed 
Thomas Neale in 1691 to run a postal service for the Colonies.  

³continued on Page 4 

The U.S. Post OfĜce Department 

                 & Mail Delivery during the Civil War 

By Douglas Files 

1989 39-cent Aerogramme depicting Abraham Lincoln and Postmaster 

General Montgomery Blair ² the lower left spotlights three postal innova-

tions during this period 

Image from Smithsonian National Postal Museum website, https://postalmuseum.si.edu/
object/npm_1989.0413.72 

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1989.0413.72
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1989.0413.72
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Dayton Stamp Club June 7³ 7:30 pm 

The program for the June 7th meeting is a 

member participation.  It is entitled: Stamp³

Tells or Tales. 

Choose a stamp 

and use it to "tell" 

or "tale". You can 

tell a story about 

what the stamp 

reminds you of 

from your past or create a "tale" inspired by the 

stamp's vignette. 

Contact Susan Kolze, our club tech-

nical expert, if you need help getting 

your stamp shown on the Zoom 

screen.  

5{/ b9²{[9¢¢9w 
tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅΥ 5!¸¢hb {¢!at /[¦.Σ Lb/ΦΣ th .ƻȄ мртпΣ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΣ hI прплм 

/ƭǳō aŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ оппл {ƘǊƻȅŜǊ wŘΣ YŜǧŜǊƛƴƎ hI ---- тΥол ta 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ .ƛƭƭ {ƳƛǘƘΣ онф 9ŀǎǘ мǎǘ {ǘΦΣ {ǳƛǘŜ оммΣ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΣ hI прплн   tƘƻƴŜ όфотύ опп-омрр 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ǿŜǎƧŜƳŀƛƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   5{/ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ŘŀȅǘƻƴǎǘŀƳǇŎƭǳōϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ǿǿǿΦŘŀȅǘƻƴǎǘŀƳǇŎƭǳōΦŎƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ   5{/ b9²{[9¢¢9w ŀǊŜ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ Ϫ нллф ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ {ǘŀƳǇ /ƭǳōΣ LƴŎ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƘƛƭŀǘŜƭƛŎ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŬǘ ǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5{/ b9²{[9¢¢9w ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -   aƛƪŜ YƻƳƛŜƴǎƪȅ 
CƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  CǊŀƴƪ aƛƭƭŜǊ 
{ŜŎƻƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - /ƭŀȅ DƻŶƴŜǘ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   5ƻǳƎ CƛƭŜǎ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -  5Ŝƴƴƛǎ wƻǎŜ 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ  - - - - - - -  - -  - - {ǳǎŀƴ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ  

/[¦. hCCL/9w{ нлнм 

Іун Іуллуо 

     Write a Classified Ad  for 
Your Duplicates 

Every Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) member is en-
titled to place classified ads in the newsletter.       
What are you looking for;  a particular country, a 
specific year, or some missing set or part of a 
set?  Some other club member may have the 
item you are seeking.  If you donôt ask, no one 
will know you are seeking that item. 

Attend a Dayton Stamp Club 

Zoom Meeting for Chance 

To WIN a year®s  

Philatelic Memberships 

Each month, at the Ĝrst meeting of the month, 
the President will draw a member®s name.  IF 
that member is present at 
that meeting, the club will 
pay for a one-year philatelic 
organization membership 
for that individual of his/her 
choice from the list.  

Some of the organi-
zations on the list are: the American 
First Day Cover Society; the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society; the American 
Revenue Association; the American 
Stamp Dealers Association; La Posta 
(postal history); Linn®s Stamp News; 

the Precancel Society; and the United Postal 
Stationery Society.   Other organizations may 
be considered, subject to approval of DSC 
board of directors.  

Member MUST be present at that meeting! 

 
ATTEND DSC MEETING and RECEIVE 

STAMP BUCKS 

http://www.daytonstampclub.com
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The club®s Stamps Bucks program began in 
1981 after members saw an article published in 
Stamp Collector magazine. It was an idea writ-
ten by John Hotchner from the Waukesha 
County, Wisconsin Stamp Club. 

According to club secretary Doug Files, who 
wrote T̄he Origin of Stamp Bucks,° for the 
club®s October 2017 newsletter, club member 
Glenn Compton outlined how the program 
would work at the club®s Jan. 29, 1981 meeting. 

M̄embers would earn Stamp Bucks for various 
levels of participation in club activities,° Files 
wrote, ānd then at the end of the year the club 
would provide materials for which members 
would spend their earnings.° 

Indeed, club members now receive Stamp 
Bucks based on a payment schedule last re-
vised in 2019. Among activities for which mem-
bers receive Stamp Bucks are attending a regu-

lar meeting or a board meeting, serving as a 
club ofĜcer or on a committee, and participating 
in a club presentation or club competition. 

Club members receive the smallest amount, 5 
stamp bucks, for bringing a guest to a meeting 
or submitting lots for a club auction. 

The most stamp bucks, 200, are given to mem-
bers who serve as chair of the board, chair of 
the club®s annual AIRPEX event, create a club 
competition, or serve as publisher of the club 
newsletter. 

Today, the Stamps 
Bucks are redeem-
able for the pur-
chase of items suc-
cessfully bid on at 
the club®s periodic 
auctions. They have 
no cash value. 

Files noted that 
over the years he 
has belonged to 
stamp clubs across 
the country and 
knows of no other 
club that has a simi-
lar program. 

From the Dayton Stamp Club Archives 
By Steven Solomon, DSC Historian  

From the collection of: 
David Kiehn, Memphis Stamp Collectors 

ϝϝϝϝ DŜǊƳŀƴȅτ.суф-.сфн 

ϝϝϝϝ 

ϝϝϝϝ 

ϝϝϝϝ 

ϝϝϝϝ 
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³ continued from Page 1 

From this time on there was always some inter-
colony postal service in America. Benjamin 
Franklin was appointed postmaster of Philadelph-
ia in 1737 at the age of 31.  Decades later when 
the colonists rebelled against the British Crown 
the Second Continental Congress established a 
postal service run by a postmaster general.  As of 
1775 thirty post ofĜces from Massachusetts to 
Virginia were linked by one system.  Benjamin 
Franklin was again appointed Postmaster General 
because of his long experience running mail de-
liver in America.  The British had Ĝred him from 
his earlier position when he sided with the revolu-
tionaries.   

After the Revolution the Articles of Confederation 
and then the U.S. constitution also established 
postal services.  In this era before telegraphs or e 
mail letters and newspapers were the primary 
means of communication.  Still the post ofĜce 
was a small organization.  When the capital of the 
U.S. was moved from Philadelphia to Washing-
ton, D.C. in 1800 the entirety of postal records, 
furniture and supplies were carried in two wag-
ons.   

In 1829 President Andrew Jackson invited his 
Postmaster General to attend Cabinet meetings.  
This precedent was followed by his successors, 
although the post ofĜce was not formally a cabi-
net-level Executive Department until Congress 
passed a law in 1872.  In the early years all co-
vers were stamlpless and often the delivery fee 
was paid by the recipient.   

Postage stamps were introduced in Great Britain 
in 1840 and in the United States seven years lat-
er.  The use of stamps only became mandatory in 
America in 1855, a few years before the Civil 
War.  In 1845 Congress had stabilized rates at 5 
cents for delivering mail less than 300 miles and 
10 cents for delivering it 300 to 3000 miles.  But 
in 1851 they decreased the cost to 3 cents for 
any mail going less then 3000 miles.  This de-
crease made more Americans able to afford mail 
delivery.  In 1857 U.S. stamps began to be perfo-

rated.  Long-distance mail was carried by rail-
road.  This was the basic situation when the 
South seceded from the Union.   

The start of the Civil War 

When war broke out in 1861 following the elec-
tion of President Abraham Lincoln the stamps in 
use were deĜnitives that had been issued sporad-
ically through the 1850s: a 1-cent blue Franklin, a 
3-cent red brown Washington, a 5-cent brown 
Jefferson and 10-cent green and 12-cent black 
Washington stamps.  The year before had seen 
the issuance of higher denomination stamps such 
as a 24-cent, a 30-cent and a 90-cent.  In addi-
tion, in 1861 Congress authorized (privately-
produced) post cards to be sent at a cost of 1-
cent per ounce.  Government-printed postal 
cards were not issued for another 13 years.   

For many antebellum Americans the Post OfĜce 
was their only connection with the federal gov-
ernment.  Federal income tax and social security 
payments were decades in the future.  During the 
Civil War, though, the national government ex-
tended its power.  The draft forced men into uni-
form and revenue taxes were initiated to help pay 
for the large Army required.  Many postal chang-
es were enacted as well.  At the outset of war 
large quantities of U.S. postage stamps remained 
in southern post ofĜces® inventory.  To prevent 
these being used ² especially to mail anti-Union 
propaganda -  the old deĜnitives were de-
monetized and new stamps were issued in Au-
gust 1861.  Postal customers were technically 
given only a week to exchange old stamps for 
new ones.  Generous postmasters extended this 
period, however. 

Another unforeseen effect of the Civil War was 
that citizens preferred coins over paper money.  
It was an uncertain time and coins at that time 
were made of silver or gold.  Coins became hard 
to Ĝnd and by the middle of 1862 Congress au 

³- continued on Page 8 

1-cent perforated Benjamin Franklin 

stamp from the 1861 issue 

By US Post OfĜce; National Bank Note Company - 

US Post OfĜce / Gwillhickers: Image obtained 

from hi-res scan of US Postage stamp from pri-

vate collection. Image rendered to correct color, 

tone, change image size and to add sharpness: 

New image Ĝle by Gwillhickerks., Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9989824 

Encased postage stamps were among several forms of substitute 
or emergency currency issued during the second year of the Civil 
War.  These encased postage stamps served their purpose well 
and were common in circulation in the East and Midwest into 1863 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9989824
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Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

³ continued from Page 1 

Sep 13 ³ 7pm Board Meeting with 

AIRPEX Review 

Sept 20³HYBRID 7:30 DSC meet-

ing and CLUB AUCTION #4 

Oct 4³HYBRID 7:30pm DSC Meet-

ing and Program 

Oct 11 ³ 7pm Board Meeting 

Oct 18³HYBRID 7:30 DSC meeting 

and program; My Other Hobby, 

Member Participation 

Nov 1  HYBRID 7:30pm  DSC Meet-

ing and Program; How to Evaluate 

(or research) a U.S. Cover 

Nov 8³7pm Board Meeting (set 

2022 Calendar and Budget review) 

Nov 13-14³MSDA Bourse ONLY, 

Four Points by Sheraton. Cincinnati 

N., 7500 Tyler Place Blvd, West 

Chester OH. 

Nov 15³HYBRID 7:30 DCS Meet-

ing, Elections & Club Auction #5 

Dec 6 ³ 6:30 pm Holiday Dinner at 

Local Restaurant 

Dec 13 ³ 7pm Board Meeting 

Dec 20 ³ NO MEETING³ENJOY 

THE HOLIDAY SEASON! 

 

aŀƭƭŀǊŘ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ {ǘŀƳǇŜŘ /ŀǊŘ 
WǳƴŜ мΣ CŀǊƎƻΣ b5Σ  CƻǊŜǾŜǊ 

{ǘŀƳǇŜŘ /ŀǊŘ  

Dƻ ŦƻǊ .ǊƻƪŜΥ WŀǇŀπ
ƴŜǎŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƻƭπ
ŘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²²LL CƻǊŜǾπ

ŜǊ {ǘŀƳǇ 
WǳƴŜ оΣ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΣ 
/!Σ  CƻǊƳŀǘ ¢.5  

9Ƴƛƭƛƻ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ {ǘŀƳǇǎ п ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ 
WǳƴŜ млΣ aƛŀƳƛΣ C[Σ t{! ǇŀƴŜ ƻŦ нл  

{ǳƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ {ǘŀƳǇǎ  

WǳƴŜ муΣ DǊŜŜƴōŜƭǘΣ a5Σ t{! ǇŀƴŜ ƻŦ нлΣ мл ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ 

¸ƻƎƛ .ŜǊǊŀ CƻǊŜǾŜǊ {ǘŀƳǇ 

WǳƴŜ нпΣ [ƛǧƭŜ CŀƭƭƭǎΣ bWΣ CƻǊπ

Ƴŀǘ ¢.5  

USPS June Releases 

To receive your own Philatelic Catalogue 

CALL: 1-800-ASK USPS (1-800-275-8777 

Hours of Operation: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 8:30 pm ET 

Saturday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm ET 


