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Dec 5 ³ 6:30 pm, DSC              
HolidayPEX at Christ Methodist 
Community Church 

Dec 9-10. Worthington Stamp Show 
2022, Columbus, Double Tree Worthing-
ton Hilton. 614-306-3701. 

Dec 12³Board Meeting 

Dec 19  NO MEETING 

 

January 2023 NOTICE TIME & 
DATE CHANGES 

Jan 2 ³ NO MEETING 

Jan 9 - 6:30 pm Board Meeting 
and 7:30 pm³Club Meeting & 
Program. Club Open House DSC 
club lots for sale. 

Jan 16³NO MEETING 

Jan 23 - 7:30 p.m. Guest Speaker, 
Jeff Smith. Local Photographer, 
Photographing a Mighty Mississip-
pi stamp for the USPS. 

Feb 6 ³ 7:30 pm ³  CLUB AUC-
TION #1 

Feb 13³7:00 pm Board Meeting 

Feb 20³6:30 pm Pizza Party³
Marion®s Pizza Town & Country 
Shopping Center, 50 E. Stroop. 

Mar 6³Collecting Precancels, 
Guest Speaker Precancel Society, 
TG Rehkop. 

Dayton  

Stamp Club newsletter  

Vol. 50    No. 12     December 2022 

aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 
aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ 

Guess Who®s Coming to Dinner: Tyrannosaurus 

Rex on U. S. Stamps     By Douglas Files 

Will we have any dinosaurs at 
our holiday HolidayPEX din-
ner this December?  It turns 
out the answer may be yes.  
Stay tuned to see why¤ 

As I sat down to write this ar-
ticle, snow was swirling out-
side and collecting on the 
ground for the Ĝrst time this 
season.  The changing of the 
temperature this autumn led 
me to consider changes that 
occurred in the distant past.  
The earth is ancient and 
many things have changed 

over the mil-
lennia.  Sci-
entists call 
our current 
geologic the 
Quaternary 
period of the 
Cenozoic era, 
and they note 
that humans 
dominate the 

earth.  But that is a recent 
event in geologic terms.  Hu-
mans have only been around 
for 7 million years at most, 
and perhaps much less.  In 
other time periods other ani-
mals were ascendant. 

Many different animals have 
dominated the earth in differ-
ent eras, but one holds our 
attention better than all others 
combined.  In fact, most kin-
dergarteners can tell you 
what it is.  The last animal of 
this type perished 66 million 
years ago, but it gains such a 

hold over our minds that 
many stamps have been is-
sued to commemorate its 
awesome size and Ĝerce 
power.  This animal is the 
K̄ing of the Dinosaurs°, the 
Tyrannosaurus rex! 

Let®s consider the remarkable 
features of this terror of the 
ancient earth.  We will also 
study the U.S. stamps which 
honor its titanic size and its 
other fearsome aspects. T. 
rex is the name given to a 
group of dinosaurs that ruled 
the Ĝnal years of the Age of 
Dinosaurs.  It roamed where it 
could get enough food, but it 
remained conĜned to western 
North America, dominating 
the food chain there.  It was 
probably most common in 
what is now Wyoming and 
Montana, and that area®s cli-
mate was warm and wet like 
Louisiana®s is today.   Other 
tyrannosaurs besides T. rex 
lived in eastern North Ameri-
ca and Asia.  One theory that 
should give us pause holds 
that T. rex may have killed off 
many of its tyrannosaur rela-
tives and competitors.  

T. rex was not a typical dino-
saur.  It was larger, more ag-
gressive and stood on two 
legs.  It stands among the 
largest of all land carnivores 
and it ate other dinosaurs to 
maintain its large muscle 
mass.  It was probably both  

¶ continued on Page 3 

Figure 1) 2000 Ty-
rannosaurus rex 
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ALERT! STOP MAIL THEFTS 

U.S. Postal Service Issues Warnings 

Ȳour mail is not as safe as it used to be.° Linn®s Stamp News, November 28, 2022 

The United States Postal Service has 
taken the unprecedented step of warn-
ing about the risks of placing mail in its 
thousands of blue mail collection box-
es. The recent is the increase of mail 
box thefts. 

The USPS declares W̄e urge the pub-
lic to be wary of putting letters in them 
at certain times.   

Never deposit mail in a blue box: 
¶ After the mail has been collected for 
that day (pick-up times are printed on label 
on front); 

¶ During the night; 

¶ Not on Sundays and federal holidays° 

USPS offers its best advice : ḡive your mail to a 
clerk in a post ofĜce or deposit it is mail slots in-
side the ofĜce.° 

The blue boxes have been secure postal 
services.  In lighted and during daytime 
hours, there is greater chances that the 
mail deposited in the blue boxes will be 
pick-up and then on to their addressed us-
ers. 

In high trafĜc areas and urban neighbor-
hoods, tampering with a blue box is very 
rare.  The more remote the box the more 
likely it could be a target for theft. 

The USPS is concerned about the increase 
in theft and continuing to monitor speciĜc areas 
that have experienced an increase in crime. 

Congress, and the Postal Police OfĜcers Associ-
ation are monitoring the illegal activity and devel-
oping strategies to deter crimes.  

With the increase of mail during the holidays, 
please be careful in placing mail in blue boxes. 

Dayton Stamp Club OfĜcers for 2023 

President³Bill Streisel 

1st Vice President³Jim Guthrie 

2nd Vice President³Jim Booth 

Secretary³Douglas Files 

Treasurer³Dennis Rose 

Board of Directors 

Tony Kosarew 

Frank Miller 

http://www.daytonstampclub.com
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¶ ³continued from Page 1 Dinosaurs 

an active predator and a scavenger.  T. rex had 
jaws so strong 
that they could 
crunch up the 
bones of its prey.   

We know a lot 
about tyranno-
saurs because 
we have numer-
ous examples of 
their fossils and 
the skeletons we 
have are more 

complete than those of most other dinosaurs.  In 
addition, its stature as an apex predator has cap-
tured the attention of paleontologists so it has 
been extensively studied.  Moreover, since its 
discovery in the early 1900s T. rex has been 
ubiquitous in popular culture, being showcased 
in books, movies and on postage stamps.  We®ll 
cover more about the postage stamps after we 
discuss other highlights of these fascinating 
creatures.   

T. rex was discovered by Barnum Brown, the as-
sistant curator of the American Museum of Natu-
ral History.  The museum is in New York City but 
he found the fossils on a trip to eastern Wyoming 
in 1900.  He was not sure what the animal was 
but he knew the bones were dif-
ferent than those of any other 
dinosaur he had encountered.  
Henry FairĜeld Osborn named 
the beast in 1905, combining the 
Greek words for t̄yrant lizard° 
with the Latin word for k̄ing°.  
The Great Depression and 
World Wars I and II stifled re-
search, so no other examples of 
T. rex were found for nearly 50 
years.  Public interest did not 
wane, however, and a T. rex 
battled King Kong in the famed 
1933 Ĝlm.   

Beginning in the 1950s more T. rex bones and 
skeletons were found and many more species of 
tyrannosaurs were differentiated in the 21st cen-
tury.  Disagreements still occur among experts 
about the precise taxonomy and f̄amily relation-
ships° between different types of these mon-
strous and intriguing creatures.  For example, 
scientists have gone back and forth about wheth-

er a particular small T. rex represented a pygmy 
species or whether it was simply a juvenile ani-
mal.  Young T. rexes must have been particularly 
interesting, because to gain size as rapidly as 
they did, they may have gained up to 5 lbs. a 
day.  (Don®t try this at home.)  These animals 
lived dangerous lives and half the skeletons un-
earthed have been for animals which died within 
6 years of being able to reproduce.  That is, ty-
rannosaurs l̄ived fast and died young°. 

In the early 1900s scientists thought that T. rex 
stood on two feet dragging its tail on the ground 
behind it, like a tripod.  The T. rex in the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History was mounted this 
way until the 1990s.  Eventually, scientists 
showed that this posture would have put so 
much strain on this hips and neck that the ani-
mals® joints would have dislocated.  Now it is 
known that the creatures walked on two legs with 
the tail lifted up, to balance out the large head at 
the other end of their bodies.  Due to their large 
size, they were not a fast animal.  However, they 
may have been able to run 10 to 20 miles per 
hour.  They could not turn quickly or they would 
fall over due to their large head, which func-
tioned as a massive killing machine.  These ani-
mals could probably sit down but it may have 
been a struggle for them to stand up again.  
They may have had to use their arms, which 
were puny in size, but strong. 

Tyrannosaurs probably had better 
eyesight, better hearing and a bet-
ter sense of smell than most other 
dinosaurs.  If so, this fact offers 
evidence toward why this group of 
dinosaurs grew to become the 
apex predator in their environ-
ment.  They may have been 
smarter than other dinosaurs as 
well, but this point is still debated.  
Some experts think these crea-
tures may have hunted in packs, 
as if coming face to face with one 

T. rex was not terrifying enough for its prey.  In a 
couple of instances many individual tyranno-
saurs® bones have been found in one place.  It is 
fairly certain that T. rex was a carnivore, based 
on its 50 jagged teeth.  That kind of teeth are not 
needed to eat a kale salad.  The bones of other 
dinosaurs provide additional evidence to its car-
nivorous nature, as some of their skeletons bear 
signs of T. rex bites.     

³continued on Page 6 

Figure 2) Skeletal restoration of a T. 
rex by William D. Matthew from 1905  
Image public domain from https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrannosaurus 

Figure 3) 1989 U.S. Tyrannosaurus 
stamp, Image from the website of the 
National Postal Museum, https://
postalmuseum.si.edu/stamp-stories-

tyrannosaurus-rex 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Diller_Matthew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrannosaurus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrannosaurus
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U.S. Parcel Post Stamps of 1912-1913. (1913 SC Q1-Q12) Image by Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing; Composite photo and imaging by Gwillhickers - U.S. Post 

OfĜce; Individual stamp images from Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Public 

Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=32816252 

U.S. Parcel Post   by Douglas Files 

History of parcel post 

In the early days of the U.S. 
mail, the post ofĜce system 
only carried letters. No allow-
ance was made for carrying 
packages. That changed in 
1878 when the Universal 
Postal Union (UPU) set up 
the basis for an international 
system to deliver parcels. 

Germany had begun a parcel 
service in 1874 and it was 
functioning well. By 1881 six-
ty-two million parcels moved 
through the German system 
annually. Great Britain began 
a domestic and international 
parcel post service the year 
after Germany and their ser-
vice was even more popular 
than that of their continental 
counterpart. By 1910 the Brit-
ish post ofĜce was delivering 
nearly 120 million packages 
each year. 

Still, the U.S. post ofĜce felt it 
lacked the capacity to emu-
late them. In its defense, the 
U.S. is larger and more di-
verse geographically than the 
European nations. But in 
1887 the U.S. did agree to 
deliver parcels sent to Ameri-
ca from other countries, even 

though it had no domestic 
parcel system. 

In the 1880s and 1890s U.S. 
farmers lobbied strongly for 
free delivery of mail to re-
mote locations. At that time 
people in outlying regions 
sometimes had to travel for 
days to pick up their mail - or 
they could pay private com-
panies to deliver it. Concur-
rent with this desire was the 
wish to send and receive par-
cels so that citizens could or-
der commercial items by 
mail. Rural mail delivery was 
approved in the late 1800s 
but parcel service was not, at 
least not beyond the interna-
tional parcels that were deliv-
ered under UPU regulations. 

U.S. Parcel Post Authorized 
in 1912. 
After many years of deliver-
ing only inbound international 
packages, American govern-
ment ofĜcials decided that 
they had the infrastructure to 
begin a domestic and out-
bound international parcel 
service. Administration ofĜ-
cials agreed that package de-
livery could represent a  

³ continued on Page 7              

Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) 

Return of Silent Auctions 
by Pat & Eric Westby 

As a refresher, a silent auction us-
es a paper bid sheet next to the 
item being offered for sale with the 
item description, starting bid, and 
multiple lines for incremental bid-
ding. Write your name and bid 
amount on the Ĝrst available line. If 
there is a preceding bid, the next 
bid should be at least $1 higher. 

All items are Club property and 
the bidding currency is Stamp 
Bucks. 

As a reminder, bidding starts at 
7PM. The last bid on the sheet at 
7:20PM wins the item. If two peo-
ple are having a high spirited-arm 
swiping-pencil, hoarding competi-
tion at 7:20, we will convert to a 
live auction between those two 
people. 

Pat and Eric Westby will collect 
and tally the winning bids. Present 
your stamp bucks to Pat and Eric 
before the meeting starts (7:30) to 
claim the won items. 

The Ĝrst silent auction held on Oc-
tober 3, 2022, was a big success. 
We had over 10 items representing 
a variety of items. There were older 
stamp albums (retired from the 
regular stock but still with plenty of 
stamps), various stock pages and 
books, other items were, Fleet-
wood Ĝrst day cover albums by 
year, empty Ĝrst day cover/post 
card albums, plate blocks, a gallon 
baggy of stamps on paper, etc. 

The Silent Auction results took in at 
least $148 of Stamp Bucks. 

Future auctions will offer a mixture 
of items and are planned for all 
member meetings when there is no 
live auctions or member bourse, 
the next being January 3rd. We 
hope if interest remains high (i.e. 
most offered lots being sold), the 
content being offered may be ex-
panded. So, come, bid often, and 
bid high! 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=32816252
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From Thule a visitor wanting to view the aurora bore-
alis looked to the south. Even the word, Thule, ex-
presses its lonely location : t̄o denote any distant 
place beyond the boarder of the known world.°  

The original immigrants are thought to 
be from North America about 2,500 B.C.  
Greenland early settlers (Inuits) came 
from Alaska in the 10th century.  There 
is Danish and Norse history with evi-
dence of settlements of Danish descent. 

Mass colonization did not occur until a 
convicted murderer, Erik the Red, a Vi-
king, settled from Iceland around the 
10th century. He gave the area the 
name Greenland which might sound 
better to encourage people to go to the 
country. 

In the early 1900s, a Danish explorer Knud Rasmus-
sen explored the area and established 
a trading post to launch other expedi-
tions into the northern Artic. 

Greenland Parcel post stamps were in 
use from 1905 until 1937. The majority 
of these stamps were used on parcels 
from Denmark or as postal savings 
stamps. These stamps, with Greenland 
village cancels, are actually very 
scarce. The use of parcel post stamps 

was discontinued in 1938, when new deĜnitive post-
age stamps 
were intro-
duced. 

The com-
monly know 
Thule stamps 
privately 
printed by 
the Thule 
Committee in 
memory of 
Rasmussen 
(1879-1933), 
according to 
the Danish 
Post OfĜce: 
h̄ad the same status as Christmas seals.° Stamps for 
regular mail in Greeland were not issued until Novem-
ber 1, 1938. 

Letters were generally carried free of charge to Euro-
pean locations.  Early 
used issues originating 
from Greenland have 
greater valued than those 
coming from Denmark. 

Thule Local Post are very 
collectible and reasonably 

priced. The original printings (1935-7) were crude 
and perforation and image sizes vary. There are nu-
merous reprints and counterfeits 

They are not listed in Scott or Gibbons catalogues.  
The locals are listed in 
Michel, AFA and Faut cat-
alogs.  

Souvenir Sheets with re-
prints from the original 
cliches by the Danish Red 
Cross (DFF RC#7) were 
printed in 1979.  All Ĝve of 
the local posts are printed 
on the card.  A Similar 
card includes Greenland Scott #B8. 

Eight prints of each of the cards were produced in 
low numbers (around 250,000).  On 
the back of the card is the print 
number and are collected for each 
number. Only one card contains 
the Knud Rosmussen reprint in ad-
dition to the other Ĝve and is difĜ-
cult to Ĝnd. 

Thule Local Post complete sets of 
the Ĝve imperforate reprints were 
issues in full sheets and in pairs 

(vertical pairs of the horizontal format stamps.).  
These were ungummed on bright white paper. These 
appeared in 1995-6 but some were available as early 
as 1993.  These reprints were not produced in a large 
quantity and were used as a charity fundraiser. Exam-
ples are scarce. 

Greenland in recent years has become a popular 
tourist area.  The weather is cold.  There are numer-
ous accommodations through the country and gener-
ally are on the coasts. Climate change research has 
also drawn considerable amount 
of attention. 

Thule never exists as a country. 
It is a part of Greenland. In the 
world of philately, Thule could be 
considered a d̄ead° country 
even though it was never one. 
There are very few actual Thule 
mint or used stamps. 

The United States signed an 
agreement with Demark in 1941 
to protect the area from Germa-
ny. In 1951 the US negotiated to 
purchase Greenland but did not 
happen. However, an airbase, 
Thule Air Base, was established 
in 1952 and continues to be an 
important part of the military de-
fense system. In 1979  Green-
land became self-governed. 

Thule, End of the Earth and a Little Further  

1930 1 ore Green-

land parcel post 

1935 Thule Greenland set N. T1/5  

             1938 Greenland 
King Christian X SC#1 and Polar 

Bear SC#7. 

GF4 Greenland Thule 
(1985). By Eric v. Wowern, 
published by GF Frimaerker, 
1984. The authoritative 
catalog and handbook on 
the Ĝve Thule stamps, with 
extensive chapters on plate 
flaws and postal history. In 
Danish and English. Not in 
print and difĜcult to Ĝnd . 


