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Dayton Stamp Club Auction 

Monday, October 3 

7 to 7:30 pm SILENT AUCTION 

7:30 pm Member Bourse 

Buy and Sell 

Monday, October 17 

Program  Leather Postcards 

By Lee Amundson 

Oct 3—Silent Auction starting at 7 
pm and ending exactly at 7:30 pm.   
At 7:30 pm the DSC Meeting & 
Program—Member Bourse—Buy, 
Sell & Trade 

Oct 7-9 – INDYPEX’22, Hamilton County 
Fairgrounds and Exhibition Center, 2003 
Pleasant St., Noblesville, IN 46060 

Oct 10—Board Meeting 

Oct 17—DSC Meeting & Program 
Leather Postcards Member Lee 
Amundson Presenter  

Oct 29 & 30 — Cuy-LorPex 2022 Cuy-Lot 
Stamp Club, Rocky River Memorial Hall, 

21016 Hilliard Blvd. Rocky River. 

Nov 7—DSC Meeting & Program  
Your Most Unusual Item in Your 
Collection—Member Participation 
4-6 minutes 

Nov 14—Board Meeting 

Nov 21—DSC Meeting & Program  
Elections of Officers and Club Auc-
tion #6 

Dec 5 DSC HolidayPEX  

Dec 12—Board Meeting 

Dec 19  NO MEETING 

     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:00 pm Seal Hunting in Philately 

By Douglas Files 

Have you ever hunted seals?  
No, not the animals – the 
seals the post office uses to 
safeguard the contents of en-
velopes.  Post office seals 
represent a lesser-known col-
lecting area but an engaging 
one.  The postal history sur-
rounding their usage is partic-
ularly interesting.  These seals 
exist in many nations, but we 
will focus only on U.S. seals in 
the present article.  Originally 
post office seals were only for 
internal post office use, so 
nothing about them was publi-
cized.  But famous philatelist 
John M. Luff collected them 

and in 
the early 
20th cen-
tury he 
compiled 
all the 

infor-
mation he 
could 
about the 

use of the seals.  Others later 
expanded on Luff’s work and 
currently at least two com-
plete books have been pub-
lished about official seal use 
in the United States.   

The early use of post office 

seals was for postal employ-
ees to close registered enve-
lopes and parcels.  Other sim-
ilar seals were privately print-
ed and issued to local post-
masters.  Most of these pri-
vate seals were only used in 
one particular city.   

 
1872 “Registered” U.S. Post Office Seal 

(Scott #OXF1) 
Image by the author of an item in his 

collection 

The first U.S. post office regis-
try seal was issued in 1872.  It 
was large and typographed on 
wove paper. Later, a subtype 
on horizontally laid paper was 
described by John Luff.  This 
early seal was listed in the 
Scott catalogue because Luff 
was consulting for the Scott 
company at that time.  Scott 
lists post office seals as “OX” 
and this rare variety is called 
“OX1e”.  The first seals - as 
well as the next few issues - 
were printed by the National 
Banknote Company.  The 
basic design did not change 
significantly from 1877 to 
1919, although some special 
printings occurred for which 
the seals differed in some de-
tails from the regular seals.   

About 60 different seal types 
are listed in Scott, and many 
of them are fairly common. 

• continued page 2 

Front of 1877 post office seal cover 
Image by the author of an item in 

his collection 

U.S. Post Office Seal on 
the back of the cover 
shown (Scott #OXF4) 

Image by the author of an 
item in his collection 
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— continued from page 1 Postal Seals 

Note that they are less commonly found on cov-
er than they are as individual seals.  One rare 
type is the 1888 perforated issue with a double 
impression.  Scott lists this subtype as OX7i, but 
fails to price it due to its rarity.  The various local 
seals are often even rarer than this subtype.  
These locals are referred to as “typeset seals” 
and they can launch the collector on quite an od-
yssey trying to acquire them.  Many typeset 
seals have a very basic appearance and they are 
listed in the Scott U.S. Specialized catalogue.   

Registry seals served as an additional internal post 
office indication that an item had registered mail sta-
tus.  Some experts have argued that Scott OXF #1 
should be considered the U.S.’s first registered mail 
stamp.  Although its use differed from Scott #F1, it 
was issued 39 years before #F1 appeared in 1911.  
Postal customers were assured that paying for registry 

service meant 
the item 
would be 
carefully 
guarded in 
transit.  This 
meant that 
cash and gold 
were fre-
quently sent 
by registered 

mail.  Because contents of registered packages were 
so valuable it was important to make sure the enve-
lopes or packages could not be opened by potential 
thieves.  The green registry seals (Scott OX1) were 
used for about two years – from 1872 to 1874 - before 
they were superceded by the next set.  Scott OX2 rep-
resented a special printing of OX1.   

Specific regis-
try seals were 
used for about 
25 years before 
being phased 
out.  Non-
registry post 
office seals also 
existed during 
that time period 

but they had a 
different purpose.  
They were nor-

mally used to close damaged envelopes or to official-
ly seal items that had been opened in the mail.  The 
seals also prevented further tampering with the item 
prior to delivery.  For example, after letters were sent 
to a dead letter office, they were opened to see if the 
contents gave more information so that the item could 
be delivered to its intended recipient.  The envelope 
was then officially re-sealed prior to delivery.  Be-
cause of this usage, the non-registry seals bore a mot-
to printed in Latin in the background: “Post obi-
tum” (dead mail).  John Luff claimed that the addition 
of the words in Latin were originally intended as a 
joke but the use of the term “dead letter” took off, and 
it is still used to this day.  To illustrate the popularity 
of this term, one well-known series of 21st century — 

— continued on Page 3 

Front of 1890 post office seal cover .  Image 

by the author of an item in his collection 

Back of 1890 post office seal cover 

(Scott #OXF6a).  Image by the author of 

an item in his collection 

Front of 1901 post office seal cover and Back of 1901 post office reg-
istry seal cover (Scott #OXF14) 

Image by the author of an item in his collection 

http://www.daytonstampclub.com
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— continued from page 2 Postal Seals 

Hallmark fictional movies tracks the actions of 
workers in a post office’s dead letter office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting in 1919 non-registry seals were black 
and white and featured a picture of a female 
“Liberty”.  Varieties of this basic design appeared 
over the following 60 years.  The Chinese cover 
illustrated indicates that while these adhesives 
were non-registry seals, they were sometimes 
used to close registered mail.  Perhaps the cover 
shown had started to open when it entered the 
U.S., so a diligent postal worker sealed the enve-
lope to guard the contents until they could reach 
the addressee.   

In 1972, when the U.S. post office was re-
organized into the U.S. Postal Service official 
seals underwent a major design change.  Instead 
of featuring an allegorical “Liberty” figure, the 
eagle logo of the USPS was printed on the seals.  
In 1988 the first self-adhesive seals were issued 
to post offices and in 1994 the eagle logo was 
modernized into a more abstract eagle on the 
black and white seals. 

Two other types of post office seals are not illus-
trated in this article.  One is the aforementioned 
privately-printed seals that were used at small 
post offices.  Most of these bore no pictures and 
simply read “Officially Sealed”.  Most of these 
private seals are scarce but some can be com-
monly found today.   

The other type not pictured here is sea post 
seals which were used on North German-Lloyd 
ships on the route between New York City and 
Bremen, Germany.  These too bore no picture 
and simply read “Sea Post Office; New York – 
Bremen”.  Scott lists the sea post seal as OXSP 
#1 and values it at $400.00 mint or used and at 
$1500.00 on cover.   

Overall, the post office seal world is parallel to 
typical U.S. stamp collecting but somewhat re-
moved from it.  As with any field, some common 
examples exist, but others might strain your 
budget – and that is if you can find an example at 
all.  Since official seals used on cover are more 
valuable than individual seals off cover, collectors 
are encouraged to leave seals on their original 
envelope or package.  The next time you need a 
new area to expand your collection, consider 
post office seals.  Hunting seals in the arctic is 
discouraged but the pursuit of these seals re-
mains fresh and fascinating. 
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1946 Cover from Nanking, China to Washington, DC, 

post office sealed in the United States.  Pictured are front 

and back,  Images by the author of a cover in his collec-

tion 

 
Lost and Found at Dayton AIRPEX 2022 this past August 26/27 

A manila large envelope was found on a table with no owner’s identification.  The contents 

inside were a number of covers.  If you think this is yours, please contact Datyon Stamp 

Club at the contact numbers or addresses at top of page 2. 
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2022 New October Issues 
Attend a Dayton Stamp Club 

In-Person or Zoom Meeting 

for Chance To WIN a year’s  

Philatelic Memberships 

Each month, at the first meeting of the month, the Presi-

dent will draw a member’s name.  IF that member is pre-

sent at that meeting, the club will 

pay up to $100.00 of the cost of one 

philatelic organization membership 

for that individual of his/her choice.  

Some of the organizations on the list 

are: the American First Day Cover 

Society; the American 

Philatelic Society; the American Revenue As-

sociation; the American Stamp Dealers Associ-

ation; La Posta (postal history); Linn’s Stamp 

News; the Precancel Society; and the United 

Postal Stationery Society.   Other organizations 

may be considered, subject to approval of 

DSC board of directors.  

Member MUST be present at that meeting! 

 

ATTEND DSC MEETING In-Person or Zoom and RE-
CEIVE STAMP BUCKS 

Attend a DSC meeting and receive 5 Stamp Bucks that 
can be used at any of the DSC auction meetings on excit-
ing philatelic material and supplies. 

Oct. 11  Snowy Beauty. Ten 
(60c) Forever definitive stamps, 
double-sided pane of 20. 

 

 

Oct 13  
Kwanzaa. 
Single (60c) 
forever spe-
cial stamp, 
Pane of 20. 

 

 

 

Oct, 18  Women 

Cryptologists of 

World War II.  Sin-

gle (60c) forever 

commemorative 

stamp, pane of 20. 

Oct 20  Hanukkah. Single (60c) forever 

special stamp, pane of 20 
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Worldwide in a Nutshell: Norfolk Island 
Norfolk Island – 800 miles east of Australia – was likely in-
habited by Polynesians around what today is known as Emi-
ly Bay in the 14th and 15th centuries. Inhabitants spent sev-
eral generations on the island before abandoning it for un-
known reasons, according to historians. 

From Pirates to Philately - The Adventures of 
Collecting Sarawak 
Stamp collecting is an adventure and like any adven-
ture it is fun. This collecting story is based on historic 
family data that developed a passing interest in Sara-
wak stamps into a journey of discovery and exciting 
accounts of the era in the region before and then after 
the first stamps were issued. Sarawak, now part of 
Malaysia, is on the western half of Borneo, the third 
largest island in the world. 

Postage and Revenue Stamps Interwine 
Across British Africa 
Join Matthew Healey as he explores a fascinating 
hybrid area of collecting: postage stamps repur-
posed as revenues and revenue stamps that appear 
rightfully to belong with a postage or postage-and-
revenue set. To mangle an old saying, if it walks like 
a duck and talks like a duck, who cares whether it 
carried the mail?  

New South Wales Cover 
Postal history is officially the description of the postal rates 
and routes of mail. This is often a challenging and always 
rewarding study, but there is nothing more exciting to the 
collector of postal history than finding wonderful contents. 
That is the case with this extraordinary cover sent in 1850 
from New South Wales to the United States. 

Your Opportunity to Own a Limited Edition 
Topical Sheet of Cinderellas 

With a $25 contribution to ATA, you become a Circle of 
Maecenas benefactor, and you will receive a sheet of 
commemorative cinderellas. Gaius Maecenas, was a 
Roman diplomat best known for being a generous pa-
tron of the arts. The beautiful sheet, which pictures 
some popular topics, was perforated on an antique per-
forating machine. 

APS and ATA Online Learning Opportunities 

For more information about these online programs and to 
register place contact: 

www.stamps.org  or  www.americantopical.org  
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Dayton Stamp Meeting Activities 

The Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) strives to meet the philatelic needs 
and interests of its  members. 
The major responsibility is learn-
ing and sharing stamps, covers, 
stamp related materials, exhibit-
ing and staying current with lo-
cal and global philatelic news.  
The secondary purpose for DSC 
is to provide a fun and social en-
vironment for all its members. 
The Club welcomes visitors and 
encourages membership. 

Auctions are held 5 times a 
year. They are great fun and an 

opportunity to enrich a person’s collection or find material for a 
new topic.  The Club is also experimenting with Silent Auctions 
prior to some of the meetings.  

Members  frequently are the presenters of 
the programs. The programs are set one-
year in advance and topics are published in 
the monthly newsletter. Some of the pro-
grams are show-and-tell meetings which 
provides the opportunity to share single 
items or pages on specific topics.   

The Club receives Circuit Books from the 
American Philatelic Society and are availa-
ble for member review at each meeting.  
Mike Komiensky, Board Chair and long time 
member is searching through a set of circuit books 
seeking new material for his collecting interest area. 

Visitors are welcome at all meetings and ZOOM is avail-
able upon request if wanting to attend online.  These 
are just a few of the activities with many others during 
the program year.  

DSC President Bil Streisel review-
ing club minutes with members 
both present on the meeting and 
members participating via ZOOM. 

Materials are available for review prior 
to the program section of an auction 
program.  Members can submit five 
lots for sale.  The  tender is cash or 
Dayton Stamp Club Bucks which are 
earned by members be attending 
meetings, serving as officers and 
working as various functions such as 
the annual stamp show.. 

Board member Carol 
Costa and  Historian Ste-
ven Solomon reviewing 
some auction materials,  
Both are active and 
sources of information for 
new collectors. Sharing is 
part of the fun! 

Photographs on this page by member Greg Brown 

Thank you to Scandinavian Collectors Club Colorado Chapter 27 for finding this cartoon. 


