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Postal History of Ukraine
By Douglas Files DSC Member
Background
Ukraine has
loomed large in
the news recently
and it seems
timely to consider
the nation’s postal
history. It is the
1993 Ukraine
largest
country in
definitive showing a farmer in Eastern Europe
his fields
except for Russia,
and it boasts about 44 million inhabitants. Through the centuries
the history of the nation has usually been bound in some way to
Russia, for better or worse. The
plains where Ukraine lies has
been inhabited since at least 800
B.C. Scythians pre-dated the
Slavs by 500 years but by the
year 100 A.D. archaeological evidence shows that Slavs were
present in Ukraine. Scandinavians known as the “Rus” took
control of Kyiv (Kiev) in the 800s.
Two centuries later Kyivan Rus that is, Russians based in Kyiv
(Kiev) - had adopted Byzantine
Christianity and the city served
as the political and cultural center of Eastern Europe. The Mongols conquered the Rus in 1240.
From 1300 to 1500 Ukraine was
under the rule of the Lithuanian
and Polish leaders. The Ukrainians rebelled against their Polish
overlords and Ukrainian Cossacks allied with Russia. Soon
thereafter Moscow took control
of Ukraine and partitioned it with
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the Poles. This was probably
politically expedient but it did not
gain the Ukrainians independence from Poland. By 1775 that is, at the outbreak of the
American Revolution – Ukraine
was governed entirely by Russia
under the tsars. In fact, their
peoples were related and the ancient Ukrainian name of Rus
served as the foundation of the
name Russia.
Ukraine remained under Russian
rule for many decades. In the
1840s Ukrainian nationalism became a political force, leading
the tsar to ban to use of the
Ukrainian language in that nation.
Force kept the people subjugated but it did not endear them to
their rulers. When tsarist rule
was destroyed in the 1917 Russian Revolution, Ukraine became
independent for a few years. By
1920, however, the Soviet Union
took over
Ukraine
again.
Ukraine
served as
a buffer
Ukraine, 1919, 20G, SC# 71,
against
definitive, imperf.
attacks on
Russia from Europe (such as that
of Napoleon). When the Soviet
Union imploded in 1991 Ukraine
became independent once again.
A referendum at that time
showed that a large majority of
—continued on Page 3
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Meetings and Activities
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm

Apr 2 & 3 – MSDA Stamp Show; IBEW
Local 182 Hall, 6550 Poe Ave, Sat: 10-5 &
Sun 10 -3

Apr 4—DSC Meeting & Program
Club Auction #2
Apr 11– Board Meeting

Apr 18—DSC Meeting & Program
Member Bourse—Buy, Sell &
Trade
May 2—DSC Meeting & Program
Baseball Philately by DSC Member
Joe Shearer
May 9—Board Meeting
May 14-15—Spring Stamp Show Lawrence Community Center, Indianapolis, IN
infor@indianastampclub.org.

May 16—DSC Meeting & Program
Club Auction #3
Jun 6—DSC Meeting & Program
Stamp Quiz—Open Book Bring
your Scott Specialized Catalog
Jun 10-11— sponsored
by The Columbus Philatelic Club, Inc. COLOPEX
2022 will include both
single and multi-page
stamp exhibits. Fri: 10 -6 & Sat: 10 - 3;
Doubletree Hilton Worthington, 175
Hutchinson Ave, Columbus, OH 43235

Jun 13—Board Meeting

Jun 20—DSC Meeting & Program
Share your Red, White & Blue
Item—Member Participation 4-6
minutes
Jul 4—Independence Day Holiday—NO MEETING
Jul 11—Board Meeting

Jul 18—DSC Meeting & Program
Club Auction #4
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President - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - Bill Streisel
First Vice President - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Frank Miller
Second Vice President - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Jim Guthrie
Secretary - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Doug Files
Treasurer - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Dennis Rose
Chairman, Board of Directors - - - - - - - - - - - Mike Komiensky
Board of Directors: Bruce Brumfiel, Carol Costa, Susan Kolze,
Jack Matheney, and Steve Solomon.
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APS Requesting Circuit Sales - Stamps Needed

The APS continually monitor categories that are in short supply for the circuit books (different from Stamp
Store). If you have material in these areas that you are interested in selling, consider using APS circuit sales.

LIST of countries needed: U.S. and Australian States, The Bahamas, Bermuda, British, pre-Elizabeth British Vic-

torian Era, Baltic States, Danzig, China, Israel (stamps), Japan (pre-1960), Liberia, Latin America (single country books),
Ryukus (stamps), Ethiopia, German Colonies and States and pre-1945, Topicals, Poland and Spain and Spanish Colonies

March 7 Meeting: How do you organized your
collections? Member Participation
The program, with several members sharing information, was on how they arranged their collection. The most references manner was: vario
pages, purchased albums, and self-printed albums. Several members brough in examples of
the collection on pages.
Ron Matteri (on the right of the
monitor on zoom) embeds audio –
visual information for some of this
stamps or series. He posts exhibits
for anyone visiting his website at
www.collectnshow,net.
Bill Thayer prints his own pages from
Stamp Album Page Maker Pro available www.theclassicarchives.com. He
prints on cover stock purchased from
Walmart at a reasonable price and
covers each page with a sheet protector.
Joel Veldt started collecting recently. He noted
that he was still trying different pages
and papers to find what fits his style
and needs. Veldt reported that “I collect stamps from all over the world
with topics that I enjoy. I collect for
the pleasure of it.”
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Stamps on U.S. Map
Frank Miller brought in a recent find a United States map with a US stamps
about that state mounted in each
state. There was a lottery for the
piece. You never know what might
become available at a DSC meeting.
ZOOM remains an important feature at all the
DSC meetings. Started during the
pandemic members used zoom to
connect, participate in auctions and
present programs at our regular
meeting times.
Some members do not feel comfortable driving at night. A few new members have
joined the club from out of state. People will use
ZOOM if they feel involved.
We are fortunate to have the use of the ZOOM
Cart from our host, Christ United Methodist
Church. Members of the club are in charge of
ZOOM set up and use. It includes a computer,
microphone and display with speaker. It is mobile and moves around
the room to be nearer
the displays ands people talking.
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1918 Ukraine stamps

•

tional assembly met in Kyiv and declared an independent republic. The new nation issued definitive
stamps, although Civil War still raged across the
plains. This first series was imperforate - issued initially on thin paper and later on thicker paper.

SC# 1-5

continued from Page 1

Ukrainians supported independence from Russia. In
the 1990s Ukraine helped to found the Commonwealth of Independent States – an alliance of former
Soviet republics.
Most of Ukraine is unusually flat, with great expanses
of plains. Mountains account for only 5% of Ukraine’s
land mass and most of those lie at its borders. The
country has many rivers such as the Danube and the
Dnieper which irrigate its many agricultural regions.
Some of the world’s most fertile soil lies in Ukraine,
which allows it to supply wheat to the Middle East.
When Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union, the Russians encouraged Ukrainians to move to Russia and
Russians to move to Ukraine. This was enacted to
increase political stability in the region, that is, to
make the Ukraine more Russian. Russians now make
up nearly 20% of the 44 million people in Ukraine. In
2014 Russia annexed Crimea and later it took over
the eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, perhaps
still seeking a buffer zone separating Russia from the
rest of Europe.
Postal history
Organized postal services were begun much earlier
in Eastern Europe than in Western Europe. Some
scheduled mail delivery occurred in Russia and
Ukraine before the year 1100. Local museums display early letters written on birch bark. Over the centuries many postal systems flourished, then gave way
to other systems. In 1864 Tsar Alexander II permitted 39 local councils in Ukraine to issue their own
postage stamps. Thus between 1866 and 1917 nearly 800 local post issues were used. In 1918 an airmail service was established between Austria and
Ukraine, but when the Austro-Hungarian Empire collapsed at the end of World War I the service was cancelled.
The Russian
Empire disintegrated that
same year, following which a
1918 Russian Postage Stamps of 1902Ukrainian na1905 Overprinted SC# 6-8
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Russian stamps were used during this period if
Ukrainian ones were unavailable. Some of these
were used as is, and others were overprinted for use
in major Ukrainian cities. This series is philatelically
challenging, which attracts certain collectors and deters others. Many varieties of overprints were used,
plus the stamps were significantly forged. By 1920
Soviet forces overcame the other warring factions
and The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic was
formed. During 1921 and 1922 rampant ruble inflation occurred, necessitating surcharges to increase
stamps’ denominations to meet rapidly rising postal
rates. Many Ukrainian overprints then and now bear
a trident symbol, which is taken from the arms of
Grand Prince Volodymyr, a national hero. Some
1920 to 1923 definitive
stamps were printed but
never issued. Many of
these remain common in
philatelic marketplaces
and they are described
and illustrated - but not
listed - in Scott cata1918 Cover showing Russian
logues. Regional issues
stamps overprinted with a
Ukrainian trident
also existed at this time.
For example, Austrian stamps were overprinted for
use in Eastern Galicia, which was also briefly known
as the Western Ukrainian National Republic. Scott
lists these as Western Ukraine numbers 1 to 4A.
Soviet stamps were used in Ukraine during the entire
lifetime of the USSR. Since Ukraine was a major part
of the USSR, many of these stamps bore Ukrainian
themes. The main exception to Soviet stamps being
used in Ukraine occurred in World War II when Germany occupied the nation. German stamps showing
Adolf Hitler were overprinted “Ukraine” and used
from 1941 to 1943. When Russian forces recaptured
land from the Nazis at the end of WWII, the territory
of Ukraine was increased by adding land from Czechoslovakia, Romania and Poland.
The post-Soviet period
During the transition to independence in 1991 exist
—continued on Page 7
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Memorial
Larry G. Hall
Larry G. Hall, Age 79, of Centerville, OH, passed away Monday,
March 7, 2022. Larry was born on
June 6, 1942, in Maysville, KY.
He was a member of and sat on
The Board of Trustees at Church of the Cross. Larry
was also a member of the Masonic Lodge 421 and
729, Valley of Dayton – Scottish, and served as President of Carriage Trace Condo Association.
Larry graduated from Eastern Kentucky University in
1965 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business. Larry
worked as an Assembly Supervisor for GM, retiring
after 35 years of service. He enjoyed his stamp collection (member of Dayton Stamp Club), and painting with watercolors. Larry was an avid golfer and
made his own golf clubs.
Memorial Services were held on Saturday, March 12
at Church of the Cross. Memorial contributions in
Larry’s name may be made to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 250 E. Broad St. #1750, Columbus,
OH 43215. Condolences may be sent to the family
by visiting www.routsong.com.
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The program on March 21
was a review of the U.S.
stamps issued presented
by Steven Solomon. The first Lincoln US
stamp was #77, the 15c issue and first
mourning stamp issued by US Postal Service. Lincoln is a popular figure for stamps
both domestic and foreign .
The most recent is the 2016 souvenir
sheet #5079 with replicas of six famous Americans include first Lincoln
stamp.
Solomon is a lifetime member of the
Lincoln Society of Dayton and will be
making same program to its members
in the future..
The program was well received by all members
present and ZOOM viewers,

Steven Solomon, Dayton Stamp
club member present Lincoln
on Stamps. Photo by Greg Brown
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Smith draws on Elvis mystique
Memories from the past
Howard Smith creates cachet covers for the
Upon request from his fans, Smith sought and
Dayton Stamp Club and is an honored club
received approval to create a cancel and cachet
member. He was mentioned in a Dayton Daily for the Elvis stamp. He sold many of these to
News article by now deceased Jim Nichols on
collectors across the country.
Jan. 31, 1993. The article headline was the
Howard continued to create casame as the above header!
chet covers for the DSC annual
Elvis was a popular figure, even with Philatelists. AIRPEX and HAMVENTION.
Several are still available on the
DSC website. Check out the
Attend a Dayton Stamp Club
number of aeronautic covers that
In-Person or Zoom Meeting
will fit into your collection.
for Chance To WIN a year’s
Philatelic Memberships

http://daytonstampclub.com/
index.php/covers/

Each month, at the first meeting of the month,
the President will draw a member’s name. IF
that member is present at
that meeting, the club will
pay for a one-year philatelic
organization membership
for that individual of his/her
choice from the list.
Some of the organizations on
the list are: the American First Day
Cover Society; the American Philatelic Society; the American Revenue
Association; the American Stamp
Dealers Association; La Posta (postal
history); Linn’s Stamp News; the Precancel Society; and the United Postal Stationery Society. Other organizations may be
considered, subject to approval of DSC board
of directors.
Member MUST be present at that meeting!
ATTEND DSC MEETING In-Person or Zoom
and RECEIVE STAMP BUCKS
Dayton Stamp Club Newsletter

Howard Smith holding a plague honoring him for his service in 2019

Help! I've got way too many stamps!
I need to move them out. Name
(just about) any country, and I'll
bring you a baggie of stamps to
choose from, mint and used, mostly
older stuff. Ten cents a stamp. Jim Guthrie
Write a Classified Ad for
Your Duplicates
Every Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) member is entitled to place classified ads in the newsletter.
Some other club member may have the item
you are seeking. If you don’t ask, no one will
know you are seeking that item.

April 2022

Page 5

USPS 2022 April Issues
April 8 Shel Silverstein
Forever Stamp (58c)
Pane of 20:
The extraordinarily versatile
Shel Silverstein
(1930–1999)
was one of the
20th century’s
most imaginative authors and
illustrators. His
picture book
“The Giving Tree” and his
quirky poetry collections are
beloved by children everywhere. The stamp art features a
version of the illustration of a
boy catching an apple that appears on the cover of “The Giving Tree.” Published in 1964,
the best-selling tale of selflessness is considered a children’s
literature classic. Art director
Derry Noyes designed the
stamp.

greatest modernist
artists and a founding figure of Native
American modernism, George Morrison (1919-2000)
challenged prevailing ideas of what
Native American
art should be, arguing that an artist’s
identity can exist
independently from
the nature of the
art he creates. Morrison is best known
for his abstract
landscapes and
monumental wood
collages. A pane of
20 colorful stamps
showcases five of
Morrison’s artworks. The selvage
features a photograph of the artist
in his home studio.
April 29 George Morrison
Antonio Alcalá was
the art director and
Five different (Forever (58c)
pane of 20) One of the nation’s designer for this

Meetings and Activities
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm

Aug 1—DSC Meeting & Program
Guest or Member Speaker
Aug 8—Board Meeting

Aug 15—DSC Meeting & Program
$5,000 Philatelic Shipping Spree What would you buy? All Members
Participate

Aug 26-27 — Dayton Stamp
Club hosts AIRPEX 2022 at
IBEW Hall.
August 25-28, —Thurs. Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. •
Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
SAFE Credit Union Convention Center, Hall C &
D. 1400 J St, Sacramento, CA 95814 CoSponsored APS, ATA & AFDCS.

Sep 5—Holiday NO MEETING
Sep 12—Board Meeting

Sep 19—DSC Meeting & Program
Club Auction #5
Oct 3—DSC Meeting & Program—
Member Bourse—Buy, Sell & Trade
Oct 7-9 – INDYPEX’22, Hamilton County
Fairgrounds and Exhibition Center, 2003
Pleasant St., Noblesville, IN 46060
Oct 10—Board Meeting

April 14 Flags on Barns Presorted Standard (10c)) Four colorful pencil and watercolor illustrations of flags on barns grace the
latest issuance of stamps available for bulk-mail users. The
stamps will be sold in self-adhesive coils of 3,000 and 10,000.
Stephanie Bower designed and illustrated the stamps. Antonio
Alcalá was the art director.

Up Coming April Club Programs
April 4 will be Club Auction #2 Gather your duplicates and
prepare them for auction to others. Entice people to bid on
your lots for fun and philatelic enjoyment.
What are you missing from your collection? It may be a lot in
the auction.
April 18 program is the Members’ Bourse. Be a dealer for
a few hours. What supplies, stamps, books, albums do you
have to sale? Bring them in and display your items for members to review and purchase. What do you need? Have fun
and bargain, trade and sell at the club meeting.
Dayton Stamp Club Newsletter
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Oct 17—DSC Meeting & Program
Member Carol Costa Presenter
Oct 29 & 30 — Cuy-LorPex 2022 Cuy-Lot
Stamp Club, Rocky River Memorial Hsll,
21016 Hilliard Blvd. Rocky River.

Nov 7—DSC Meeting & Program
Your Most Unusual Item in You Collection—Member Participation 4-6
minutes
Nov 14—Board Meeting

Nov 21—DSC Meeting & Program
Elections of Officers and Club Auction #6
Dec 5 DSC Holiday Event
Dec 12—Board Meeting

Dec 19 NO MEETING
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—continued from page 3

ting stocks of Soviet stamps and postal stationery
were overprinted, often again with tridents. Scott catalogues list these as numbers 6 to 47, with suffixes
for which region issued them. The rarer overprints have been forged, so collectors should use caution in purchasing them. When Ukraine became independent once again, it issued stamps
bearing its own name. The first set of
these honored Cossack emigrants to
Ukraine, 1992 Canada and was issued in March
1992. Later that same month musical
definitive,
V.I.Dvornik Perfo- composer Mykola Lysenko was also
ration: 12 x 12¼
honored with a commemorative. Also
SC# 100.
in 1992 brightly-colored definitive became available, featuring line drawings of a girl with
flowers in her hair.
When Crimea was annexed by Russia in 2014 the
use of Russian stamps was mandated again. When
Donetsk was captured by pro-Russian forces it began
to issue stamps only for use in that province, like it
was a separate nation. The author has never seen
one of these in person, but an Internet search shows
that they are labelled “DPR” or “DNR”, which probably refers to the “Donetsk New Russian Republic”
Ukraine has been a member of the Universal Postal
Union since 1947. At that time it operated within the
Soviet Ministry of Telecommunications but later it became Ukrtelecom when Ukraine gained independence. The current Ukrainian postal service is called
Ukrposhta (since 1994) and is a public joint stock
company (fully owned by the government) since
2015. It claims 73,000 employees, about half of
which are mail
carriers at 12,000
post offices. The
organization handles approximately 200 million
pieces of mail per 1994 stamp commemorating the
1100th anniversary of the city of
year. Its website
Ushered, V.I.Dvornik Perforation:
can be visited at
11¾, SC# 152.
http://
www.ukrposhta.ua. Ukrtelecom still exists but it only
handles telecommunications, not mail delivery.
At the end of February 2022 large numbers of Russian forces invaded Ukraine. In one well-known inciDayton Stamp Club Newsletter

dent Ukrainian border guards stood
up to the invading Navy, saying,
“Russian warship, @$#%%^$#&” something unprintable in a family
newsletter. As this article goes to
Ukraine proposed
press a report surfaced that the
stamp showing defiUkrainian postal service may print a
ance issue TBD
stamp depicting this famous scene,
memorializing the guard’s profane defiance.
The stamps of Ukraine are colorful and varied, showcasing the culture and history of a proud people. For
more information contact the Ukrainian Philatelic and
Numismatic Society (UPNS) at http://www.upns.org/
or UPNS, 5117 8th Road North, Arlington, VA 222051201.
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DAYTON STAMP CLUB: ANNUAL STAMP BUCK PAYMENT SCHEDULE

Revised March 2022 by the Board of Directors
Attendance

Activities

10 Attendance at a regular meeting

200 Creating club competitions-quiz, etc.

20 Attendance at a board meeting

100 First place prize in a competition

10 Bringing a guest to a meeting

50 Second place prize in a competition

25 When your guest joins the club

25 Third place prize in a competition

200 New member welcome package

50 Participation in a scavenger hunt
10 Participation in other club competitions

Club officers

20 Auctioneer at a club auction

200 Chair of the board of directors

10 Runner at a club auction

100 Elected/appointed member of the board

10 Submitting auction lots for a club auction

150 Serving as president, secretary or treasurer

150 APS sales book manager

100 Serving as 1st or 2nd vice president

50 Chapter representative to APS, ATA or other

100 Serving as club librarian or historian

philatelic organization
200 Publisher of club newsletter

Committees

100 Editor of club newsletter

200 Serving as chair of AIRPEX

100 Submitting an article to the club newsletter

75 Chair of an AIRPEX committee or co-chair of AIRPEX

10 Per club photo published in the newsletter

50 Serving on an AIRPEX committee
100 Chair of a standing or special committee

Presentations and Exhibits

15 Serving on a committee

30 Presenting an original or prepared program at a club meeting
20 Participating in a brief presentation such as “my favorite
stamp”, etc.

Labor

30 Philatelic exhibit at a club meeting or AIRPEX

30 per hour for physical labor at a function

plus 20 per frame exhibited

20 per hour for work at a function (no physical labor)

20 Vendor at a club stamp bourse

15 typing up meeting minutes (other than the secretary)
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