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Dayton  

Stamp Club newsletter 

    Vol. 50      No. 2    February 2022 

Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

Feb 7 DSC Meeting & Program 
Club Auction #1 

Feb 14—Board Meeting 

Feb 21- PIZZA PARTY-NO DSC 
Meeting—Marion’s Plaza Town & 
Country, 50 E. Stroop 

Feb 26 — WOOPEX Ida Sue School, 266 
Oldman Rd., Wooster,  9 am—5 pm 

Mar 5 & 6 — McKinley Club Stamp Show, 
St. George Serbian Orthodox Social Hall, 
4667 Apple grove St., NE Canton, David 
Pool (330)832-5992 or website https://
mksc.webs.com 

Mar 7 DSC Meeting & Program 
How do you organize your 
stamps? Member Participation 4-6 
minutes. 

Mar 14—Board Meeting 

Mar 18-20 — Garfield-Perry Stamp Club 
132nd March Party stamp exhibition held 
at Best Western Plus, 15471 Royalton Rd., 
Strongsville.  Exhibitor's prospectus is 
available at garafieldperry.org.  Interested 
exhibitors contact Greg Shoultes at coil-
collector@hotmail.com.  The March Party 
will host meetings of the Civil War Phila-
telic Society and the Society for Czecho-
slovak Philately 

Mar 21—DSC Meeting & Program 
Lincoln on Stamps by DSC Mem-
ber Steve Solomon 

Apr 2 & 3 – MSDA Stamp Show; IBEW 
Local 182 Hall, 6550 Poe Ave, Sat: 10-5 & 
Sun 10 -3 

Apr 4—DSC Meeting & Program 
Club Auction #2 

Apr 11– Board Meeting 

Apr 18—DSC Meeting & Program 
Member Bourse—Buy, Sell & 
Trade 

 

 

Postal Stationery 
By Doug Files DSC Member 

Introduction 
Postal stationery is an exciting 
subset of philately.  It has re-

mained the 
author’s 
primary 
interest for 
two dec-
ades.  Dur-

ing some 
collecting 

eras stationery has been cen-
tral to philately and at other 
times it has veered toward the 
periphery.  For example, the 
number of stationery exhibits 
at shows has waxed and 
waned over time.  Depending 
on demand, stationery items 
have sometimes carried higher 
values and at other times they 
have carried lower values.  
Still, whatever the era, some 
intrepid philatelists have en-
joyed gathering and studying 
stationery items.   
The definition of stationery can 
seem inexact.  However, the 
following description is gener-
ally accepted internationally: 
Postal stationery comprises 
postal matter which either 
bears an officially authorized 
pre-printed stamp or device or 
inscription indicating that a 
specific 
rate of 
postage or 
related 
service 
has been 
prepaid. 

This defini-
tion has been popularized by 
the Federation Internationale 

de Philatelie (FIP), the body 
which determines which items 
are acceptable in major phila-
telic exhibits.  This definition 
still leaves some gray areas, 
however.  For example, bulk 
mailing envelopes are not con-
sidered stationery since they 
do not show a specific rate of 
postage.  But formular cards 
are considered acceptable for 
stationery exhibits since they 
were the fore-runners to postal 
cards, even though they do not 
bear a “specific rate of post-
age”.  Other exceptions can 
also be found if one searches 
for them. 

Types of Postal Stationery 

Some of the more common 
types of postal stationery are 
stamped envelopes, postal 
cards, letter sheets, aero-
grammes and newspaper 
wrappers.  We will consider 
each of these separately.  But 
there exist many other types in 
addition to these.  Most sta-
tionery is sold at post offices 
and is handled in the same 
way as mail bearing adhesive 
stamps.  In addition, some gov-
ernments issue official mail or 
military-only stationery.   

U.S. stamped envelope, circa 
1876 

US 1971 Embossed Post-
age Pre-Paid First Day of 

Issue Envelope  U557 

US 1926 preprinted post-

al card Jefferson Mint 

UX35 

U.S. Government stamped envelope; scan 
of original owned by the contributor., 

Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?

curid=15769431 

• continued on page 3 
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#82 #80083 

Newsletter editor offers inventory ad-

vice after examining collection of de-

ceased member 

The club noted the September 2004 passing of 

longtime member Don Emerick, a retired Ph.D. 

chemist who held patents for chemical process-

es as well as learning toys for children. 

“He was always kind of a quiet reserved man,” 

wrote club newsletter editor Martin Richardson in 

the January-February 2005 newsletter. “At club 

meetings he would often ask me rather interest-

ing questions about detailed philatelic subjects. It 

was obvious to me he was an avid reader and a 

student of philately.” 

Richardson said that although he saw Emerick at 

stamp shows he never really knew what he col-

lected until he was asking by the attorney man-

aging the probate of Emerick’s estate to appraise 

his stamp collection. 

“Don lived in a small apartment amongst over 

4,000 books, collections of lead figures, old elec-

tronic equipment, and 17th and 18th century ar-

mor. It required three visits and about 15 hours 

of work to go through it all.” 

Emerick’s stamps were mostly in boxes and usu-

ally on the original stock cards or in the glassines 

as he bought them. 

“There were six or seven albums, three of Indian 

states, and several worldwide,” Richardson said, 

adding, “As I went through this unorganized ac-

cumulation I uncovered gems every so often. 

One time there were a very fine 5-cent 

1847 and another time a $5 Columbi-

an.” 

 

Don Emerick had a Scott No. 1, the U.S. 5-cent 1847 

stamp, in his collection. A mint specimen retails for $4,500 today 

on the Mystic Stamp Co. website. 

 

Based on his experience with Emerick’s collec-

tion Richardson advised club members to strong-

ly consider spending the time on maintaining an 

inventory of their collection.  

“If you are computer oriented there are many 

good software programs that make the job easi-

er, especially when it comes to updating the val-

ues,” Richardson said. “I personally have found 

an inventory very helpful in discovering what I 

was missing from my collections.” 

From the Dayton Stamp Club Archives 
By Steven Solomon, DSC Historian  

http://www.daytonstampclub.com


 

Dayton Stamp Club Newsletter  February 2022     Page 3 

• continued from page 1—Stationery 

 

Stamped envelopes are aptly named as they 
are envelopes where the stamp is imprinted on 
the envelope:  no adhesive stamp needs to be 
applied.  Many businesses and some individuals 
prefer to employ this type of postage since it 
saves employees time.  The U.S. began to use 
stamped envelopes in 1853 but many other na-
tions issued them prior to that date.  The paper 
of U.S. envelopes was watermarked in the 1800s 
and 1900s to prevent counterfeiting.  Overall, 
counterfeiting is less common with stationery 
than with stamps. 

Kenya and Uganda Registered Mail Stamped envelope, 
circa 1930 

Image by Government of Kenya &amp; Uganda - 
www.templarphilatelics.co.uk, Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11204961 

U.S. postal card, circa 1890 
Image by United States Post Office Department - Own work, Public 

Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7422401 

 

Postal cards are cardstock items with the stamp 
already imprinted on them.  The United States 
government first issued postal cards in 1873.  
Despite initial concerns about a lack of privacy 
for messages they gained popularity quickly due 
to reduced mailing cost.  For many years U.S. 
postal cards could be sent for only one cent, 
though by 2021 they cost 36 cents.  It is worth 
emphasizing that only postal cards imprinted 
with stamps by the government are considered 
postal stationery.  Picture postcards where the 

mailer must add an adhesive stamp are usually 
not considered postal stationery.  That is not to 
say they are not collectible; deltiology – picture 
post card collecting - is an active and intriguing 
field. 

 

1892 Great Britain letter card 
Image by Royal Mail (UK postal service) - eBay auction eBay item 

250720942838image source:http://i.ebayimg.com/09/!B5iYitw!2k~$%
28KGrHqIOKjwEylRCJbK7BMuC6pyqTg~~_3.JPG, Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12134273 

 
Letter sheets and letter cards are considered 
stationery, though not every nation issues these.  
Letter sheets have a stamp imprinted on a sheet 
of paper which itself is folded to form the enve-
lope.  In other words, there is no covering 
around the letter.  The sender writes the mes-
sage on the back of the letter sheet or letter 
card, and then seals it for privacy.  Letter sheets 
were first used in the U.S. during the Civil War 
era and their popularity has widely varied over 
time. 

  U.S. Aerogramme sent to Sweden in 1965 
Image in the public domain in the United States because it is a 
work prepared by an officer or employee of the United States 
Government as part of that person’s official duties under the 

terms of Title 17, Chapter 1, Section 105 of the US Code 

Aerogrammes (or aerograms) are similar to let-
ter sheets but they are used specifically for air-
mail.  The point of aerograms is to reduce weight 
– and cost - by not having a covering over the 
letter.  Worldwide, aerogrammes have generally 
been the cheapest way to send international 
mail.  They were used in the U.S. from the 1940s 
to the early 2000s. 

• continued on page 4 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Public_domain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Copyright_status_of_work_by_the_U.S._government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Copyright_status_of_work_by_the_U.S._government
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/en:United_States_Code/Title_17/Chapter_1/Sections_105_and_106
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Code
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• continued frm page 3 Stationery 

1899 Cuba Newspaper Wrapper 

Image by U.S. printed it for Cuba in 1899 - Scan 
of original from 1899 Cuban newspaper wrapper, 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=12165578 

Wrappers are rectangular pieces of 
paper which are gummed at one end 
and bear an indicia to pay the post-
age for sending a rolled magazine or 
newspaper.  The U.S. issued these 

from about 1870 to 1934.   
 
Features of Postal Stationery 
Many factors for collecting stationery mirror those for 
collecting stamps.  However, there are some differ-
ences that are worth pointing out.  For the purposes of 
this article, we will assume that readers are broadly 
familiar with philatelic terminology.  For a postal card 
or envelope there is more paper than for one stamp.  
Thus stationery collectors can study larger paper wa-
termarks that can be challenging to identify on small 
adhesive stamps. In many nations stationery items are 
issued on various colors of paper and with different 
colors of ink so collectors have ample opportunity to 
focus on color variants.  As with stamps, stationery 
items may be issued in different sizes.  Overprints 
and surcharges are common on stationery as they are 
on stamps.  Presumably this is because when rates 
change it is more cost-effective to overprint existing 
stocks of items rather than to discard or destroy them.  
Perfins are less common on stationery than on stamps 
but they do exist.  Precancels are quite common on 
stationery in many nations. 

One unique aspect of envelopes and wrappers is 
the knife of the paper. The knife refers to the shape 
that the paper was cut into by a cookie-cutter type of 
cutting device.  Knives differ for some items.  More 
specifically, some postal stationery envelopes are the 
same size but they would look different if you re-
moved the glue and unfolded the envelope. 

Collecting Stationery 
Postal stationery has been avidly collected since 
the dawn of philately.  In the 1800s a common 
practice was to collect “cut squares” or the 
stamped indicia cut out from the envelope.  Cut 
squares show the die and the color of the paper 
but they fail to reliably show the size of envelope, 
the “knife” or shape of the envelope or the water-
mark in the paper.  Nowadays many more collec-
tors save the entire item, whether it is an enve-
lope, wrapper or postal card.  Collectors vary in 
terms of whether they only save one item for 
each die or whether they accumulate varied wa-
termarks and paper colors for each die.   

Some country stamp catalogs list postal station-
ery but others do not.  The Scott catalogue, for 
example, lists major varieties of stationery items 
and cut squares but they stop short of detailed 
listings.  For many nations books have been pub-
lished detailing the stationery items their govern-
ment has issued.  For example, the United Postal 
Stationery Society (see below) issues updated 
catalogs every few years for U.S. postal cards, 
19th century envelopes and wrappers and 20th 
and 21st century envelopes and wrappers.  Many 
other books exist detailing specific aspects of 
U.S. stationery. 

Collectors often save items from other nations 
than the one in which they reside.  If you already 
collect Germany, Ireland or Russia, consider add-
ing that country’s stationery to your collection.  
You may be surprised by the variety of colorful 
engravings and lithographs which exist on enve-
lopes and postal cards.  Michel (which operates 
in Germany) issues catalogs for European sta-
tionery.  Other ones exist for Asian nations, 
though not all of them have been translated into 
English.  The Higgins and Gage catalog was is-
sued in the 1960s and 1970s and lists stationery 
from every nation, but its information is dated.  
The last update was approximately 40 years ago.   
Still, worldwide collectors identify items with it 
and used copies are frequently available on eBay 
and other philatelic marketplaces.   
 
Stationery Societies 
You can improve your knowledge and upgrade 
your collecting experience by joining one or more 
of the many societies that serve stationery collec-
tors worldwide.  Many collectors find that their 
contacts and friendships among philatelic circles 
are more important than any item in their collec-
tions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Postal Stationery Society (UPSS). 
The United Postal Stationery Society boasts over 
one thousand members who collect stationery.  
This organization was established in 1945 
through merging the Postal Card Society of 
American and the International Postal Stationery 
Society.  In 1949 the group began to publish 
Postal Stationery magazine and in the mid-1950s 

 — continued page 6 



 

Dayton Stamp Club Newsletter  February 2022     Page 5 

APS Circuit Books February 7 

Jim Guthrie, club manager for our APS circuit 

books, “A new box will be available for mem-

bers to peruse during our next meeting on 

February 7th.  This month’s box is unusually 

large, so members are likely to find an interest-

ing item or two. 

Come early!  Doors open around 7:00 pm and 

get a head start 

on finding that 

new stamp for 

your collection. 

Attend a Dayton Stamp Club 

In-Person or Zoom Meeting 

for Chance To WIN a year’s  

Philatelic Memberships 

Each month, at the first meeting of the month, 
the President will draw a member’s name.  IF 
that member is present at 
that meeting, the club will 
pay for a one-year philatelic 
organization membership 
for that individual of his/her 
choice from the list.  

Some of the organizations on 
the list are: the American First Day 
Cover Society; the American Philatel-
ic Society; the American Revenue 
Association; the American Stamp 
Dealers Association; La Posta (postal 
history); Linn’s Stamp News; the Pre-

cancel Society; and the United Postal Station-
ery Society.   Other organizations may be con-
sidered, subject to approval of DSC board of 
directors.  

Member MUST be present at that meeting! 

 
ATTEND DSC MEETING In-Person or Zoom 

and RECEIVE STAMP BUCKS 

     Write a Classified Ad  for 
Your Duplicates 

Every Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) member is en-
titled to place classified ads in the newsletter.  
Some other club member may have the item 
you are seeking.  If you don’t ask, no one will 
know you are seeking that item. 

Dayton Stamp Club  

Life Memberships 
The Dayton Stamp Club Board of Directors is 

proud to offer LIFE Memberships to all its mem-

bers.  Instead of paying annual dues of $15, 

members have the option of paying a one-time 

payment, based on a sliding scale by current 

age, so that they will remain members for life. 

Get a LIFETIME membership! 

   The schedule is as follows:  

 Age      One-Time Payment 
       For Life Membership 

   18-30   $185.00 

   31-40   $175.00 

   41-50   $160.00 

   51-60   $145.00 

   61-70   $125.00 

   71-80   $  95.00 

   81 and over   $  75.00 

Pay Dennis Rose, Treasurer  

Help! I've got way too many stamps! I 
need to move them out. Name (just 
about) any country, and I'll bring you 
a baggie of stamps to choose from, 
mint and used, mostly older stuff. Ten 

cents a stamp. Jim Guthrie  
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May 2—DSC Meeting & Program 
Baseball Philately by DSC Member 
Joe Shearer 

May 9—Board Meeting 

May 16—DSC Meeting & Program 
Club Auction #3 

Jun 6—DSC Meeting & Program 
Stamp Quiz—Open Book Bring 
your Scott Specialized Catalog 

Jun 10-11— sponsored by The Columbus 
Philatelic Club, Inc. COLOPEX 2022 will 
include both single and multi-page stamp 
exhibits. Fri: 10 -6 &  
Sat: 10 - 3;  
Doubletree Hilton 
Worthington, 175 
Hutchinson Ave, Co-
lumbus, OH 43235  

Jun 13—Board Meeting 

Jun 20—DSC Meeting & Program 
Share your Red, White & Blue 
Item—Member Participation 4-6 
minutes 

Jul 4—Independence Day Holi-
day—NO MEETING 

Jul 11—Board Meeting 

Jul 18—DSC Meeting & Program 
Club Auction #4 

Aug 1—DSC Meeting & Program  
Guest or Member Speaker 

Aug 8—Board Meeting 

Aug 15—DSC Meeting & Program 
$5,000 Philatelic Shipping Spree - 
What would you buy? All Members 
Participate 

Aug 26-27 — Dayton Stamp Club 
hosts AIRPEX  2022 at IBEW Hall. 

August 25-28, —Thurs. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.  SAFE 
Credit Union Con-
vention Center, 
Hall C & D.  1400 J 
St, Sacramento, 
CA 95814 Co-
Sponsored APS, 
ATA & AFDCS. 

Sep 5—Holiday NO MEETING 

Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

— continued from page 4 Stationery 

it also began to sponsor cata-
logs.  The UPSS also runs 
auctions and sales circuits as 
well as a robust website 
(http://www.upss.org/).  The 
term “United” in the title of 
this group implies that other 
groups merged to form it, not 
that it supports United States 
collecting.  Many of its offic-
ers are Americans but the 
UPSS includes stationery col-
lectors from nearly every na-
tion. 

Other Stationery Societies 
Several other organizations 
might meet specific needs 
you have, if you foster an in-
terest in postal stationery.  
The Land Down Under hosts 
the Postal Stationery Society 
of Australia.  Canada has the 
British North American Phila-
telic Society which has an 
avid study group for station-
ery.  The analogous group in 
France is called the Associa-
tion de Collectionneurs des 
Entiers Postaux (ACEP) 
which translates as the Asso-
ciation of Collectors of Postal 
Entires.  In Germany the rele-
vant organization is the 
Ganzsachen Sammler Verein.  

Great Britain has the Postal 
Stationery Society.  Switzer-
land, China, Taiwan, South 
Korea, Belgium and the Neth-
erlands also host stationery 
groups, as do many other na-
tions.   
If you desire more infor-
mation contact any of the 
above organizations.  In addi-
tion, the author is often eager 
to discuss postal stationery.  
Either way, reach out today to 
expand your collecting inter-
ests.   

References 

FIP Postal Stationery Commission, 
http://www.postalstationery.org/, 
accessed 13 Apr 2021 

Postal Stationery, National Postal 
Museum website, Smithsonian In-
stitution, https://
www.postalmuseum.si.edu/
collections/postal-stationery, ac-
cessed 14 Apr 2021 

Postal Stationery, Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Postal_stationery, accessed 13 Apr 
2021 

Caveat: The author serves as the 
advertising manager for the United 
Postal Stationery Society.  The po-
sition is unpaid and he performs 
these duties to advance and pro-
mote the hobby.   

 

Postal Inspection Service Warns 

about Counterfeit Stamps 

The United States Postal Inspection Service issued a warning 
on December 17, 2021 to avoid what it calls “phony postage” 
schemes.  “The number of counterfeit stamps being sold 
from online platforms has escalated,” said the release. 

Large discounts—20 to 50% off face value — should be a 
sign that something is not correct and probably illegal.  
“Puchasing stamps from a third-party can be unpredictable.” 
the Postal Inspection Service release said.  The flag stamps 
are the most counterfeited, according to the release. 

If the offer sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  The tell
-tale sign of fraud is the deep discount.  Unless you personal-
ly know the seller, it is wise to stay away from those offers.  
AARP reporter Katherine Skiba reported the problem  “If the 
prices are dirt cheap , you probably are being cheated.” 

http://www.upss.org/
http://www.postalstationery.org/
https://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/postal-stationery
https://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/postal-stationery
https://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/postal-stationery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postal_stationery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postal_stationery
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Club Auction February 7th—#1 of the New Year 

Put together your lots for the first club auction of 2022.  

Those treasures are needed by other club members.  Rea-

sonable prices realize sales. 

The auctions are fun and rewarding.  Finding new material for 

your collection is the objective.  The club sponsors several 

“Stamp Buck” lots as well.  These usually are new supplies 

and a great way to turn those Stamp Bucks into useful items. 

 

NO MEETING FEBRUARY 21 

President Day Holiday 

6:30 pm 

PIZZA PARTY 

at Marion’s Plaza Town & Country 

50 E. Stroop 

Bring a guest and enjoy the evening 

with other club members 

DSC provides the pizza (food) 

You purchase your favorite beverage 

 

USPS 2022 February Issues 

 

Sep 12—Board Meeting 

Sep 19—DSC Meeting & Pro-
gram Club Auction #5 

Oct 3—DSC Meeting & Pro-
gram—Member Bourse—Buy, 
Sell & Trade 

Oct 7-9 – INDYPEX’22, Hamilton County 
Fairgrounds and Exhibition Center, 2003 
Pleasant St., Noblesville, IN 46060 

Oct 10—Board Meeting 

Oct 17—DSC Meeting & Pro-
gram Member Carol Costa Pre-
senter  

Nov 7—DSC Meeting & Program  
Your Most Unusual Item in You 
Collection—Member Participation 
4-6 minutes 

Nov 14—Board Meeting 

Nov 21—DSC Meeting & Pro-
gram  Elections of Officers and 
Club Auction #6 

Dec 5 DSC Holiday Event  

Dec 12—Board Meeting 

Dec 19  NO MEETING 

Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

February 14, Palace of Fine Arts  
Priority Mail Express definitive 
stamp ($26.95) In the Marina Dis-
trict of San Francisco, the Palace of 
Fine Arts has long been a source of 
pride for residents and an attraction 
for visitors from around the world.  
Issued in pane of 4.  American 
Landmark Series. 

February 1, Butterfly Garden Flowers  The two nondenominated (5c) Butterfly 
Garden Flowers stamps for bulk mailings by authorized nonprofit organizations. 
Each stamp features one of two flowers that butterflies love to visit: scabiosas or 
cosmos.  Issued in 3,000 and 10,000 coils,  For collectors also issued in strips of 
500. 

February 14, Monument Valley  Priority 
Mail definitive stamp ($8.95), celebrating 
Monument Valley, an iconic landscape of 
the American West.  Issued in pane of 4.  
American Landmark Series. 
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