
 

Dayton Stamp Club Newsletter  October 2021     Page 1 

Dayton  

Stamp Club newsletter 

      Vol. 49  No. 10    October 2021 

Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

Oct 1-3 —INDYPEX2021, Hamilton Co. 
Fairgrounds & Exhibition Center, 
2003 Pleasant St., Noblesville, IN 

Oct 2  - Septoberfest ‘21, Stamp Col-
lectors Club of Toledo, Phoenix Ma-
sonic Lodge, Perrysburg, contact: 
exhibits@toledostampclub,org 

Oct 4—HYBRID 7:30pm DSC 
Meeting and Members’ Bourse: 
Buy, Sell & Trade. 

Oct 11 — 7pm Board Meeting 

Oct 18—HYBRID 7:30 DSC 

meeting and program; My Oth-

er Hobby, Member Participa-

tion 

Oct 30-31 — Cuy-LorPex2021 Honor-

ing Lighthouses, Rocky River Memori-

al Hall, 21016 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky 

River, Sat 10-5 & Sun 10 to 4pm. 

Nov 1  HYBRID 7:30pm  DSC 

Meeting and How to Evaluate 

(or research) a U.S. Cover 

Nov 8—7pm Board Meeting (set 

2022 Calendar and Budget re-

view) 

Nov 13-14—MSDA Bourse ONLY, Sha-

ronville Convention Center, 11355 

Chester Rd Sat 10-5 & Sun 10-3. 

Nov 15—HYBRID 7:30 DCS 

Meeting, Elections & Club Auc-

tion #5 

Dec 6 — 6:30 pm Holiday Din-

ner at Local Restaurant 

Dec 13 — 7pm Board Meeting 

Dec 20 — NO MEETING—

ENJOY THE HOLIDAY SEASON! 

October is Stamp Collecting Month 
National Stamp Collecting Month 
is an annual designation ob-
served in October.  Stamp col-
lecting has long been one of the 
most popular hobbies in the 
world.  Stamps were invented in 
1837 as a means for people to 
pay for their mail. 

It wasn’t long after that that peo-
ple started collecting them!  In 
those days, stamp collectors 
were also called philatelists  A 
term that has stuck for some of 
the more die hard stamp collec-
tors.  

In the 1800’s, stamps have un-
dergone many changes.  They’ve 
been perforated, coiled, and 
printed, and have become more 
and more colorful. Looking at a 
long timeline of stamps can actu-
ally be very beautiful! 

Stamp collecting is an easy, fun, 
inexpensive hobby and it can be 
pretty educational, too! Here are 
some fun places to go stamp-
hunting this month.  National 
Stamp Collecting Month began in 
1981 by the Council of Philatelic 
Organizations and the United 
States Postal Service. 

1. Your local post office.  If you 
let them know you want to get 
into stamp collecting for National 
Stamp Collecting Month, they 
may be more helpful than you 
expect! 

2. Your local public library is a 
great next step. They may have 
some great ideas or cool books 
for you to check out regarding 
stamp collecting. 

3.  Local merchants always a 
good stop to make, too. Visit with 
your local retail shops and see if 
they have anything fun to offer 
you.  If you’ve never been big 
into stamp collecting… You prob-
ably don’t understand all the 
hype at this point. But there’s a 
reason 5 million people in the 
U.S. do it!  
 
The American Philatelic Society, 
American Topical Association, 
National Postal Museum, United 
State Postal Service and Spell-
man Museum of Stamps & Postal 
History are excellent resources 
for new stamp collectors. 

A common story among stamp 
collectors is the one about how it 
started.  It usually starts with, 
“When I was 8-11 years old 
someone gave me some 
stamps.”  That story needs to 
continue.  There is a youngster in 
your family or neighborhood that 
may develop the stamp collecting 
bug.  But it starts with current col-
lectors who put that first packet 
of stamps in their hands.  The 
young person is not interested in 
the value or condition or fancy 
terms. 
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The Vakeck Great Dane Kennels 

The Dayton Stamp Club was contacted in late September of 2020 by Stacy Cald-

well of the Greenville Public Library seeking guidance on how to share with the 

public a donation of philatelic and related materials of local significance. The dona-

tion is of materials related to the business of 

breeding and showing of Great Dane dogs which had a local, national 

and international impact.  The items told the story of Cyril and Virginia 

Keckler and the Vakeck Great Dane Kennels. 

Based on verbal and photographic information shared about the acquisi-

tion of the donation received by the Greenville Public Library, DSC mem-

bers were invited to lend their talents to this project. This includes phila-

telic exhibiting, local history, cancellations and covers, United States, Worldwide and Topical stamp col-

lecting. Assistance and cooperation was provided to organize and display the materials to share with 

others the story of Keckler’s adventures and work with Great Danes.  

DSC Member Carol Costa volunteered to be the club liaison.  Costa pro-

vided the Philatelic and Exhibition design resources in cooperation with 

the Greenville Public Library. 

The Keckler Collection included over 300 en-

velopes and stamps, many with foreign origin. 

These appeared to have been collected by 

Cyril Keckler.  A number of the envelopes 

were postmarked in the late 1800s before he 

was born.  The Kecklers received correspondence from all over the world 

and many of those envelopes were saved and appear in this exhibit. 

The collaboration of the Greenville Public Library and the Dayton Stamp Cub prepared an exhibition that 

will be a community treasure.  The Keckler Exhibit will be on public displayed at the 

Greenville Public Library for some time.  The exhibit will be available to the public 

for years to come.  The many months of intense effort organizing, digitizing and re-

searching the Keckler family story and the Vakeck Great Dane Kennels is preserved 

Dayton Stamp Club and Greenville Public Library Collaborative 

http://www.daytonstampclub.com
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Vakeck Great Dane Kennel Exhibit  — Page 19 and 32 

Information printed in GREEN are items that are philatelic related. 
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Vakeck Great Dane Kennel Exhibit  — Page 19 and 32 

Information printed in GREEN are items that are philatelic related. 
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USPS October 2021 USPS 

New Issues 

A Visit From 
 St. Nick 
October 7 | San-
ta Claus, IN | 
PSA double-
sided booklet of 
20  
 
These four new 
designs tell the 
story of Santa’s 
visit on Christ-
mas Eve: 
 
 
• Santa stands 

on a snowy rooftop, sack slung across his 
back, with one leg inside the red-brick chim-
ney; 

• Santa descends through the chimney, his 
legs dangling over the hearth; 

• Close-up view of a winking Santa; and 
• Santa in his sleigh, with four reindeer visible 

as they fly across the face of the full moon 
and into a starlit sky. 

Art director Greg Breeding designed the stamps 
with original art by Brad Woodard 

Otters in Snow 

October 12 | Ot-
ter, MT | Double-
sided booklet 
pane of 20 
 
The Otters in 
Snow stamps 
picture four dif-
ferent scenes of 
the playful North 
American river 
otter reveling in 
winter‘s white 
landscape. The 
original illustra-
tions for the 
stamps were 

rendered in pen and ink with watercolor. Art di-
rector Derry Noyes designed the stamps with 
artwork from illustrator John Burgoyne. 
 
River otters and sea otters are found throughout 
the United States. Otter Montana is a small 
community named for Otter Creek. Although it is 
unincorporated, it does have a post office, and 
now, a First Day of Issue ceremony. 

Temporary Rate Adjustments for the Holiday 

Season on Major Package Products 

For the second year in a row, the United States Post-
al service (USPS) will impose a temporary holiday 
surcharge on its major package products.  The in-
crease will become effective at 12am on October 3 
and will continue through December 25, the USPS 
announced 

No new stamps will be produced for the temporary 
rate adjustment.  Customers using current stamps for 
the Priority Mail and Priority Mail Express rates will 
need to add stamps to make-up the amounts to the 
new temporary rates. 

The SURCHARGE include: 

Priority Mail, EXPRESS 
Mail, Parcel Select 
Ground and USPS Retail 
Ground: 

ADDED to all other fees 
and charges: 

$0.75 increase for PRIORI-
TY and EXPRESS 'Flat 

Rate' Boxes and Envelopes. 

$0.25 increase for Zones 1-4, 0-10 lbs. 

$0.75 increase for Zones 5-9, 0-10 lbs. 

$1.50 increase for Zones 1-4, 11-20 lbs. 

$3.00 increase for Zones 5-9, 11-20lbs. 

$2.50 increase for Zones 1-4, 21-70 lbs. 

$5.00 increase for Zones 5-9, 21-70 lbs. 

First Class PARCEL Commercial 30 cents 

First Class PARCEL Retail  30 cents 

Parcel Select Lightweight $1.00  

   as well as other categories. 

For exact mailing fees for the temporary period 
email: https://postcalc.usps.com/ 
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APS is turning 135 Years! 
From our beginning on September 14 in 
1886, we have grown into the largest stamp 
collecting foundation of philately in the world. 
We would not have been able to do this with-
out the support of over 27,000 of our mem-
bers! 

Join APS today and use the code APS135 
to save $13.50!  

Don't miss out on this opportunity to become 
a part of the largest stamp collecting commu-
nity worldwide. 

Attend a Dayton Stamp Club 

In-Person or Zoom Meeting 

for Chance To WIN a year’s  

Philatelic Memberships 

Each month, at the first meeting of the month, 
the President will draw a member’s name.  IF 
that member is present at 
that meeting, the club will 
pay for a one-year philatelic 
organization membership 
for that individual of his/her 
choice from the list.  

Some of the organizations on 
the list are: the American First Day 
Cover Society; the American Philatel-
ic Society; the American Revenue 
Association; the American Stamp 
Dealers Association; La Posta (postal 
history); Linn’s Stamp News; the Pre-

cancel Society; and the United Postal Station-
ery Society.   Other organizations may be con-
sidered, subject to approval of DSC board of 
directors.  

Member MUST be present at that meeting! 

 
ATTEND DSC MEETING In-Person or Zoom 

and RECEIVE STAMP BUCKS 

     Write a Classified Ad  for 
Your Duplicates 

Every Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) member is en-
titled to place classified ads in the newsletter.  
What are you looking for;  a particular country, a 
specific year, or some missing set or part of a 
set?  Some other club member may have the 
item you are seeking.  If you don’t ask, no one 
will know you are seeking that item. 

Dayton Stamp Club Programs 

2022 is right around the corner!  We are 
starting to plan for Dayton Stamp Club pro-
grams for next year (Jan. to Dec. 2022). 

If you have a topic you would like to speak to 
the group about (YES it pays STAMP 
BUCKS!) or have any ideas for meeting top-
ics, please let one of DSC Board members 
know!!! 

National Hispanic Heritage Month is a period 
from September 15 to October 15 in the 
United States for recognizing the contribu-

tions and influence of 
Hispanic Americans to 
the history, culture, and 
achievements of the 
United States. 

Wed, Sep 15, 2021 – 
Fri, Oct 15, 202  SC# 2103 – 1984 20c  

Hispanic Americans 

http://aps.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMDIyMjM1NCZwPTEmdT0xMDAzNzc1Njc2JmxpPTg5NTg4ODE1/index.html
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Flight fascinated the world since 
its invention in 1903 which was 
created by the Wright Brothers 
from Dayton, Ohio.  Every year 
since improvements to the de-
sign, the engine and its overall 
functions increased speed, dis-
tances flown, and altitudes 
reached by the airplanes.   

The public was attracted to 
county fairs featuring airplanes 
races, wing walkers, and stunt 
pilots with their tricks and 
sharps dives. 

In the early thirties, inventors 
from several countries at once 
engaged in the themes of the so
-called. rocket mail - special 
missiles capable of carrying cor-
respondence or light loads.  The 
first in the US version of such a 
system was presented by the 
inventor Fred W. Kessler - he 
managed to beat the competi-
tion by several months. 

In the early thirties, Kessler was 
the owner of a small philatelic 
shop in New York. Probably, this 
fact led to the fact that he was 
able to quickly find out about 
successful foreign experiences 
in the field of delivering letters 

by rockets. 
Like many 
other enthu-
siasts, Kess-
ler became 
interested in 

the new idea and began to im-
plement it. At the same time, 
unlike competitors, he decided 
not to use a rocket of the tradi-
tional type. The best results, ac-
cording to the inventor, could 
show an unmanned aircraft with 
a rocket engine. 

In the 1935 year, the developers 
of the rocket plane proposed 
their invention to the US postal 
department. Interest in the pro-
ject was limited. For example, 

Charles Fellers, the head of the 
airmail department, paid atten-
tion to the project, but was not 
very impressed. In all likelihood, 
he was interested in more real-
istic projects using only availa-
ble and developed technologies. 

However, even without the sup-
port of official structures, a team 
of enthusiasts was able to com-
plete the design and prepare 
several mail missiles for future 
trials and demonstration launch-
es. In addition, special enve-
lopes and stamps were pre-
pared that could be placed on 
board the rocket plane. By col-
lecting letters for rocket trans-
fer, it was planned to cover at 
least part of the project costs. 

Envelopes for future launch had 
a special pattern. In the upper 
left corner was depicted flying 
aircraft with a rocket engine. 
Next to the picture there was an 
inscription "Via first American 
rocket airplane flight" - "Sent in 
flight of the first American rock-
et plane." There were stamps on 
the envelopes. They were paint-
ed in red paint flying aircraft; on 
the frame there was a corre-
sponding signature. 

The items shown to the left are 
Cinderella's created by Kessler 
and not postal stamps. The 
Rocket Airplane was not author-
ized to officially carry mail. 

The Rocket Airplane was 
launched.  
However, the 
level of suc-
cess is ques-
tionable.  The 
Rocket Air-
plane skidded 
on the iced-
over lake and 
was airborne 

for a period of time.  It did not 
“deliver” the mail. 

At the very beginning of 1936, 
rocket mail enthusiasts began 
collecting correspondence, 
which was soon to become the 
payload of the rocket plane. The 
announcement of this attracted 
the attention of the public, and 
the team of inventors easily col-
lected several thousand letters 
that could be sent by two 
“flights” of the rocket. The col-
lection was completed in early 
February. 

The payload of the first rocket 
glider was not affected by the 
fall. Of course, the bags of cor-
respondence were pretty wrin-
kled, but their contents were in 
satisfactory condition. Immedi-
ately after the test launches, the 
letters were delivered to the 
nearest branch, from where 
they went to their addressees.  

Envelopes from the “first Ameri-
can rocket plane” quickly ac-
quired collection value and en-
tered into a philatelic turn. This 
did not even prevent the fact 
that the stamps on the enve-
lopes were not official.  

Adapted from Memphis Stamp Col-
lectors Society Newsletter. 

First American Rocket Airplane Flight 
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YOUTH CLUB MEMBERSHIP OPEN  

The Spellman Museum 
of Stamps & Postal His-
tory continues to offer a 
FREE, one year mem-
bership for children ag-
es 6 to 16 in our Youth Club. Children receive 
a monthly packet of topical stamps, worksheets 

and philatelic information, a discount in the Mu-
seum store, a monthly stamp calendar plus 
free admission for themselves and the family. 
For more information email to in-
fo@spellman.org. 

Thanks go to Museum volunteers Jessica 
Leuscher and Erika Epstein for supervising this 
program. 

Dayton Stamp Club Meeting Programs for October 

DSC Meting Program 
Monday, October 4 

 
The Meeting 
Program for 
the Monday 
evening, Oc-
tober 4 is a 
Member’s 
Bourse.  This 
is a Mem-
ber’s oppor-
tunity to be 
Stamp Deal-
er.  What do 

have in your accumulation of philatelic material 
that you do not need but someone else might? 
 
Gather the items you want to sell.  It can be a few 
items or many.  Determine your asking price to 
send it to a new home.  Arrange a display that 
will be easy to see the items and highlight the 
value of the material. 
 
You will have flat surface to display your items.  
Then become a dealer and sell your material. 

Monday, October 18 
DSC Meeting Program 

My Other Hobby 
 

The second meeting for October on the 18th is a 
member participation meeting.  A member volun-
teers to present to the other club members a 5-8 
minute presentation about your other hobby. 
 
What do you collect (or spend you leisure time 
on) in addition to stamps? 
 
Do you collect glass juicers? Or 
model airplanes or traveling to 
all 50 states?  This would be 
your other hobby.  Select one 
of your other hobbies to share 
with other DSC members.  You 
do get stamp bucks for participation. 
 
If you have an example of your other hobby, feel 
free to bring that to the club meeting. Other 
members may not be familiar with it.  Members 
are frequently surprised about how other mem-
bers spend their leisure time. 
 


