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Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

Aug 2—HYBRID 7:30pm DSC 
Meeting and  Share Your Trav-
els with Stamps, Member Par-
ticipation 

Aug 9—7pm Board Meeting with 
AIRPEX Review 

Aug 12-15 — Great American 

Stamp Show, APS & ATA Hosts, 

Rosemont, IL 

Aug 16—HYBRID 7:30 DSC 

meeting and Czeslaw Slania, 

engraver program 

Aug 27-28 (Fri—Sat.) 

DSC  AIRPEX 

2021@IBEW Hall 

(F:12-6pm; Sat: 10am

-4 pm) 

Sep 6 — Labor day HOLIDAY 

NO MEETING 

Sep 13 — 7pm Board Meeting 

with AIRPEX Review 

Sept 20—HYBRID 7:30 DSC 

meeting and CLUB AUCTION 

#4 

Oct 4—HYBRID 7:30pm DSC 

Meeting and Program 

Oct 11 — 7pm Board Meeting 

Oct 18—HYBRID 7:30 DSC 

meeting and program; My Oth-

er Hobby, Member Participa-

tion 

- conintued on page 5 

The U.S. Post Office Department and Mail Delivery 
during the Civil War  — PART 3 

By Doug Files 

John Reagan, Confederate Post Master General during 

Civil War 

The Union situation was described in Parts 1 & 2, but what about 

mail delivery in the South?  Confederate mail delivery posed at least 

as many challenges as in the North.  Existing postmasters at the start 

of the war had been political appointees under the federal govern-

ment.  Since they had been appointed by Lincoln’s predecessors 

they were unsure of their status when the Confederacy was estab-

lished.  Worse, many post offices were running low on stamps.  The 

inability to send mail from the South to the North was a particular 

problem for families who had members on both sides of the border.  

Furthermore, Confederate citizens worried they would have to pay 

extravagant “foreign” postal rates to send mail to the North.   

In February 1861 the government in Richmond, Vir-

ginia appointed Congressman John H. Reagan Post-

master-General and charged him with building, or at 

least rebuilding, a functional postal system.  He re-

worked the existing post offices and recruited head-

quarters clerks from Washington, DC.  An able man, 

Reagan would gain a reputation as one of the most 

effective Confederate cabinet officials. 

Despite Southern actions to form an alternate gov-

ernment in Richmond, President Lincoln initially or-

dered the regular postal service to continue delivering mail to and 

from the South unless their carriers were pre-

vented from performing their duties.  But when 

Southern feeling turned more bitter toward the 

Union, Postmaster-General Montgomery Blair 

ordered mail delivery efforts in the South to 

cease, out of fear for carriers’ safety.  The Union 

Congress backed him up with a law prohibiting 

mail delivery in the South.   

Mail delivery also cost more in the South than 

the North.  In fact, Secession quickly caused 

leaders to realize the degree to which North had 

been subsidizing the Southern postal system.  

Before the war delivery of mail to the more  

—continued on page 3 

Portrait of Confederate 
Postmaster-General 

John H. Reagan 
Image from the Library 

of Congress 

US #CSA6//CSA13 
Confederate States 

of America set 

https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/CSA6__CSA13/USA/
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/CSA6__CSA13/USA/
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/CSA6__CSA13/USA/
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After saving  those wonderful 3c 
US stamps, they can be suc-
cessfully used to make-up the 
increase rate for first-class Sin-
gle-Piece Letter (1 oz) postage.  
Accordingly to USPS release 
“...it is imperative that the new 

rates take effect.” 

Postal Service spokeswoman 
Kimberly Frum said. “The 
Postal The Postal Service has 
some of the lowest letter-mail 
postage rates in the industrial-
ized world and continues to 
offer a great value in ship-
ping.” 

Collectors who purchase their stamps from the 
Stamp Fullfillment Services will find their ser-
vice fee wll increase.  The current $1.30 for 
orders up to $50 will rise to $1.40 for domestic 
customers. 

Postal Regulatory Com-
mission (PRC) en-
dorsed the rate in-
crease July 19, 
Stamps.com will auto-
matically update all 
USPS rates inside the 
software and web-
based version (Stamps.com Online) on Sun-
day, August 29, 2021.  

Forever US stamp will remain FOREVER and 
be the first-class rate at that time.  (As of Aug. 
29 that will be $0.58.) 

Prior to the date of the rate increase would be 
a cost savings time to purchase Forever 
stamps.  The Forever stamps will continue to 
be 55c until the price increase (Aug. 29)   Then 
their value (and cost) will increase to 58c. 

DSC NEWSLETTER 
Published by: DAYTON STAMP CLUB, INC., PO Box 1574, Dayton, OH 45401 

Club Meetings: Christ United Methodist Church, 3440 Shroyer Rd, Kettering OH ---- 7:30 PM 
Editor: Bill Smith, 329 East 1st St., Suite 311, Dayton, OH 45402   Phone (937) 344-3155 

Newsletter email: wesjemail@gmail.com   DSC email: daytonstampclub@gmail.com  Website:  www.daytonstampclub.com 
Contents of the   DSC NEWSLETTER are copyright @ 2009 by the Dayton Stamp Club, Inc Permission for reproduction in whole or part is granted to other philatelic 
organizations for internal nonprofit use provided that credit is given to the DSC NEWSLETTER and the authors of the reproduced material. A copy of the publica-

tion in which the material is printed is requested. 

President  - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -   Mike Komiensky 
First Vice President  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Frank Miller 
Second Vice President  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Clay Goffinet 
Secretary  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   Doug Files 
Treasurer  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -  Dennis Rose 
Chairman, Board of Directors  - - - - - - -  - -  - - Susan Diamond  

CLUB OFFICERS 2021 

#82 #80083 

2021 US Postage Rate Changes 

Dig out those 3c, they have a use! 

http://www.daytonstampclub.com
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—continued from page 1—Civil War Mail 

agrarian South cost more than three times the reve-

nues it generated.  Postmaster General Reagan com-

batted this problem by raising postal rates from three 

cents to five cents - and more if the letter was travel-

ling over 500 miles.  This made the postal rate roughly 

$1.30 in 2020 dollars to mail a regular letter.   

Reagan also reduced some expensive services and 

enforced tight budgets at headquarters.  By the end of 

1863 the Southern 

postal system could 

support its own 

costs.  But by that 

time further issues 

plagued the Confed-

eracy.  Naval block-

ades and invasions 

by Union armies ob-

structed Southern 

efforts to deliver mail.  Financial problems were rife.  

Although mail delivery across their Northern border 

was mostly prohibited, smugglers carried letters 

across for exorbitant prices.  Sometimes Southern 

mail was allowed in the North if it was carefully cen-

sored.  Reagan’s system worked but it faced immense 

challenges. 

Overview 

The U.S. Civil War presented great challenges to the 

people delivering the mails – in the North and the 

South.  Financial difficulties and delivering mail to ar-

mies on the march presented problems that were 

solved in the best ways people could devise at that 

time.  Fortunately both the Union and Confederate 

governments were blessed with competent Postmas-

ters General.  Blair and Reagan both made changes in 

a time of tumult which later became permanent – 

such as cost-cutting, selling postal money orders and 

sorting the mail on trains.  A wealth of information is 

available on mail delivery and cabinet politics of the 

1860s and studying these times may better help us 

understand the challenges we face today.   
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The End of 3 part series of Civil War Mail 

Confederate Flag Cover sent to Ohio - 

Patriotic and propagandist envelopes were 

used by both sides in the conflict. Image 

from the Library of Congress 

Conferate Patriot cover 
5c olive green Scott CV CSA 1  

2021 New Issue also Issued as Imperforated 

Modern imperf stamps were issued from 2012 to 
2016, and now they’re back!  Take a look below at 
some of the 2021 imperforate stamps issued by 
the USPS.   These are available from dealers and 
through Stamp Fulfillment Services. 

The 2021 issues are in panes of 20 and are limited 
but not scarce.  At the present time Scott’s does 
not consider them “face different” and are not 
listed as a separate number. 

These are some the 2021 new US issues in imper-
ferated format and as perforated. 

US 5557a 5556a 5555a 

5543a 

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1989.0413.72
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1989.0413.72
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_civil-war-mail-history.pdf
http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/residents-visitors/cabinet-vice-presidents/cabinet-vice-presidents-montgomery-blair-1813-1883/
http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/residents-visitors/cabinet-vice-presidents/cabinet-vice-presidents-montgomery-blair-1813-1883/
http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/residents-visitors/cabinet-vice-presidents/cabinet-vice-presidents-montgomery-blair-1813-1883/
http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/residents-visitors/cabinet-vice-presidents/cabinet-vice-presidents-montgomery-blair-1813-1883/
https://www.wdl.org/en/item/1509/#:~:text=Montgomery%20Blair%20%281813%E2%80%9283%29%20was%20postmaster%20general%20in%20the,but%20soon%20left%20the%20army%20to%20study%20law
https://www.wdl.org/en/item/1509/#:~:text=Montgomery%20Blair%20%281813%E2%80%9283%29%20was%20postmaster%20general%20in%20the,but%20soon%20left%20the%20army%20to%20study%20law
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Dayton Stamp Club 

August 16 Program 

Slania; World’s Finest Stamp Engraver 

The Monday, Augusts 16, DSC Program will 

begin with a Video.  This will be followed by 

Dayton Stamp Club member, Bill Streisel-

sharing his Slanin collection. 

Czesław Słania (1921 - 2005) was a Polish-

born postage stamp and banknote engraver, 

living in Sweden 

from 1956.  Ac-

cording to the 

Guinness Book of 

World Records, 

Słania was the 

most skilled and 

prolific of all stamp 

engravers, with 

over 1000 stamps 

to his credit. 

Slania 1000th engraved stamp, based on the 

17th-century painting "Great Deeds by Swe-

dish Kings" by David Klöcker Ehrenstrahl 

(2000), is in the Guinness Book as the larg-

est engraved stamp ever issued. 

A Faroese stamp depicting a 

ram engraved by Słania. Far-

oese 1979 #42. 

The exquisite souvenir sheet issued on 17th 

March 2000, of Czeslaw Slania's 1000th stamp 

engraving. Scott # 2374. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1948 Olympic Games 
On July 29, 1948, London opened the Games of the XIV 

Olympiad.  They were the first summer games held since Ber-

lin in 1936, having been delayed due to World War II. 

At the time of the games, Britain was still observing war-time 

rationing of food, fuel, and building materials.  This led to the 

1948 Olympics being called the “Austerity Games.   No new 

venues were constructed, and athletes slept and lived in exist-

ing housing.  The athletes did receive increased rations, simi-

lar to those given to dockers and miners.  

The 1948 games included 136 medal events for 23 disciplines 

in 17 different sports and arts.  These were the last games to 

include an arts competition.  The arts included sports-related 

architecture, literature, music, painting, and sculpture.  Bas-

ketball was played for the second time as a medal sport, and 

these were the first games 

to have it played inside.  

These were the first 

games to include wom-

en’s canoeing and la-

crosse was played as an 

exhibition sport.  

A total of 59 nations par-

ticipated, including 14 that 

made their first Olympic 

appearances.  4,104 ath-

letes participated – 3,714 

men and 390 women.  

Germany and Japan were 

not invited to participate, 

as they were under post-

war military occupation.  

By the games’ end, the 

US had the most gold 

medals (38) and the most 

medals overall (84), fol-

lowed by Sweden and 

France.  Great Britain 

ranked 12 with three gold 

medals and 23 medals to-

tal.  

**Mystic Stamp Company:This Day in History 

Great Britain #271//74 – were issued to com-
memorate these games.  

Monaco #204-08 picture a few 

of the disciplines from these 

games.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postage_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engraver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Kl%C3%B6cker_Ehrenstrahl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faroe_Islands
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Meetings and Activities 
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm 

--continued from page 1 

Nov 1  HYBRID 7:30pm  DSC Meet-

ing and How to Evaluate (or re-

search) a U.S. Cover 

Nov 8—7pm Board Meeting (set 

2022 Calendar and Budget review) 

Nov 13-14—MSDA Bourse ONLY, 

New location TBA in Cincinnati area 

Nov 15—HYBRID 7:30 DCS Meet-

ing, Elections & Club Auction #5 

Dec 6 — 6:30 pm Holiday Dinner at 

Local Restaurant 

Dec 13 — 7pm Board Meeting 

Dec 20 — NO MEETING—ENJOY 

THE HOLIDAY SEASON! 

USPS August 2021 USPS New Issues 

Mid-Atlantic Lighthouses Forever Stamps 
August 6 | Highlands, NJ | PSA pane of 20, 5 designs 

The long-running series celebrating American lighthouses continues 
with five new stamps. The mid-Atlantic lighthouses featured in this issu-
ance are: Thomas Point Shoal, MD; Montauk Point, NY; Harbor of Ref-
uge, DE; Navesink, NJ; and Erie Harbor Pierhead, PA. 

 

 

Missouri Statehood Forever 
Stamp   August 10 | Jefferson 
City, MO | PSA pane of 20  

This stamp celebrates the bicenten-
nial of Missouri statehood. Missouri 
became the 24th state in the Union 
on Aug. 10, 1821.  

 

 

Back Yard Games Forever Stamps   August 12 
| Rosemont, IL, at APS Show | PSA pane of 20, 8 designs. 

These stamps capture many of the games Americans play for outdoor 
fun. A pane of 16 stamps features eight unique designs including: bad-
minton, bocce, cornhole, croquet, flying disc, horseshoes, tetherball 
and a variation on pick-up baseball.   

Dayton Stamp Club 

August 2 Program 

Share Your Travels with Stamps 

This is a Member Participation pro-
gram.  Each member is requested to 
bring to the meeting a stamp, cover 
or collection of philatelic material that 
you may have collected relating to 
one of your travels. 

Each member, one at a time,  will 
share with other members the travels 
and instead of a slide show it will be 
through philatelic items. 

That might be with one stamp or sev-
eral.  It might be a cover you sent 
home to yourself.  It could be a series 
of covers that highlighted the various 
stops along the way. 

A collection of covers and stamps 
might reflect the sights and places in 
some order that shows yours (and 
perhaps your family’s) fun time on 
the trip. 

Please keep to 3-5 minutes. 
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Attend a Dayton Stamp Club 

In-Person or Zoom Meeting 

for Chance To WIN a year’s  

Philatelic Memberships 

Each month, at the first meeting of the month, 
the President will draw a member’s name.  IF 
that member is present at 
that meeting, the club will 
pay for a one-year philatelic 
organization membership 
for that individual of his/her 
choice from the list.  

Some of the organizations on 
the list are: the American First Day 
Cover Society; the American Philatel-
ic Society; the American Revenue 
Association; the American Stamp 
Dealers Association; La Posta (postal 
history); Linn’s Stamp News; the Pre-

cancel Society; and the United Postal Station-
ery Society.   Other organizations may be con-
sidered, subject to approval of DSC board of 
directors.  

Member MUST be present at that meeting! 

 
ATTEND DSC MEETING In-Person or Zoom 

and RECEIVE STAMP BUCKS 

     Write a Classified Ad  for 
Your Duplicates 

Every Dayton Stamp Club (DSC) member is en-
titled to place classified ads in the newsletter.  
What are you looking for;  a particular country, a 
specific year, or some missing set or part of a 
set?  Some other club member may have the 
item you are seeking.  If you don’t ask, no one 
will know you are seeking that item. 

VOLUNTEERS NEDED FOR AIRPEX 2021 

THURSDAY,AUGUST 26, 

Thursday to help set up tables.  Dennis just 
does not yet know what time the tables will be 
delivered to the Union Hall. 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27, 

Friday 8am-12pm to bring dealers in/set-up 
and 12pm-6pm during the show, especially to 
be at the welcome table. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28TH 

Saturday 4pm-6pm to move out dealers. 
 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
should contact Dennis Callison. 

 

 

The AmericanPhilatelic Society (APS) is cur-
rently looking for submissions for its circuit 
sales and stamp store. Specific categories in 
demand are US-pre 1950 mint or used, US 
Revenues (no ducks), US back of the book, US 
Officials, US Airmail, US Cut Squares, US Pre-
cancels, and US 19th Century covers, as well 
as any Latin American countries, Germany pre-
1945 and German Colonies stamps  

Circuit books are for multiple stamps to sale.  
The stamp store offers a wide variety of phila-
telic material.  Instructions to complete a cur-
cuit book are provided by APS to assist in pre-
paring the stamps for sale.  https://stamps.org/
how-to-sell-thru-mail 
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The American Philatelic Society  

Nicholas G. Carter Volunteer Recognition Awards 

The Volunteer Recognition Awards are presented to recognize the outstanding 
efforts of our volunteers at national and local levels; and to recognize our 
younger members whose outstanding leadership is crucial to our future. 
 

The awards have been named in memory of Nick Carter who helped to establish them. Nick felt it 
was important to recognize those unsung heroes who contribute their talents, time and energies to 
benefit stamp collecting and the Society. 
 

American Philatelc Society 
2021 Nicholas G. Carter Volunteer Recognition Award 

for Local Service is awarded to 
 

Mike Komiensky 
 

Local Promotion/Service - for outstanding service and innovation to the hobby on the 

local level; requires at least five years of service – up to ten awards each year; 

 
For over thirty years Mike Komiensky has held positions of 

responsibility in the Dayton (Ohio) Stamp Club – most of 

those years as its president. His tireless efforts keep 60-

member club active and evolving. 

He goes out of his way to welcome new members to the club 

and then he cultivates them as they integrate. He seeks 

good candidates, finds positions of interest, and then en-

courages the people to work on behalf of the club. He sup-

ports diversity and works to make sure people of various 

genders, backgrounds and ages become leaders. 

 

Mike sets up partnerships with other organizations such as 

the American Topical Association. For decades Mike has 

organized the AIRPEX philatelic show, and he has also ar-

ranged for key leaders in the hobby to address the club. 

 

Mike Komiensky is a member and president of the Dayton Stamp Club, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mike Komiensky and Janet Klug, previous 
President of APS, previous member USPS 
Citizens Avisory Committee, Philatelic au-
thor and award winning exhibitor, chatting 
at a  Dayton Stamp Club meeting   

August 12-15, 2021 Thurs. -  Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  • Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

Donald E. Stephens Convention Center - Hall G  5555 N River Rd • Rosemont, IL 60018 
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FRIDAY 12 - 6 pm 

SATURDAY 10 am - 4 pm 

LOCATION: 

IBEW Union Hall (Crossroads Expo Center), 

6550 Poe Avenue, Dayton, OH 45414. 

Venue includes: 

  free parking, 

  free entry, and 

 air conditioning 
 

I-75, use Exit 59/Benchwood Rd. 

The IBEW Hall is on Poe Avenue at Space Drive. 

enter at the center doors.  


